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Orgullosamnente hace su presentacién ef PONTIAC 1952 y tiene 
de qué estar orguiloso. Viene equipade con un sin fin de refina- 
mientos en el motor y adelantos en general que lv volocan en el 
lugar de preferencia ante e! pubhico conocedor de automoviles finos. 
Ahora sus motores de 6 y cilindros. Henen una relacién de com- 
presién de 7.7 a i, una compresién munca antes alcanzada que le 
Garantiza una economia sin precedente 


IMANEJE UN PONTIAC 1952 Y SE CCNVENCERA DE QUE EN SU 
PRECIO NO TIENE RIVAL! 


UN AUTOMOVIL GRANDE AL PRECIO DE UN CARRO CHICO 


AUTOMOTRIZ CORNEJO, S. A. 


Reforma y Donato Guerra MEXICO, D. F. 
PONTIAC eS UN PRODUCTO GENERAL MOTORS 
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ZACATECAS 


SS 


Zacatecas, Capital City of the State bearing its name, with its 38,000 inhabitan- “ 
tas, was founded and named by order of Phillip the Second, King of Spain, in 1585. 
Zacatecas is built upon hills, as are so many of the picturesque towns in Mexico, so 
that from many of these a fine view of the surrounding country is obtained. 


Among the many architectural monuments of importance is the ancient parish 
church constructed in 1579, today the Zacatecas Cathedral, where o silver baptis- 
mal fountain may be seen, which is valued at $100,000 pesos. Zacatecas is one of the 
most important silver mining towns in the country. 


Petroleos Mexicanos is proud to present a series of ad- 
vertisements illustrating and describing the principal 
cities in Mexico.—Zacatecas , the city presented today 
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with an ideal climate 
comfort aud pleasure 
all year around. 


Nowhere else can you find so many exciting ‘hings to see and do... 


Deep Sea Fishing. Water Skiing, Swimming, Hunting. the thrills of 
Bullfights, Cockfights. Jail Alai. Horse Racing, the color and gayety of 
native Fiestas, marvelous landscapes, luxuriously appointed hotels, delicious 
cuisines, splendid nightclubs—all the sports and pleasures that you ever 
dreamed of. 


Only a few hours by plane. a few days by automobile or train fro1 
home. 


And while in Mexico, a long-distance call will put you in contact 
with your home or business in a few minutes. 


Your money in Mexico goes further and you can stay longer. 
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Come to Mexico. by train, by plane or in your own car. Plan now to visit 


Mexico... for the gayest. most stimulating. most glorious vacation ever! 


For further information. write to 


DIRECCION GENERAL DE TURISMO 


Avenitia Juarez 89 Mexico City, Mexico 


. 
Cable address: DI - GE . TUR | s, 
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VISITORS IN MEXICO: 


Catry back with you the most memorable 


souvenir of your Mexican Visit 


PSubscrube to. 


Mexican Life 


Mexico's Monthly Review 
Now in its 28th year of publication. 


A subscription to this unique magazine-the oldest and finest of its 
kind in all Latin America- will renew your Mexican impressions each month 
as well as contribute 4 grest deal toward your knowledge of this country. 


Use the coupon below and multiply your enjoyment of Mexicc, 


Petes: in U.S. A. of Canada - Two Dollars 50 cents tor one year, In 
Mexico 12.00 Pesos. In England end on ihe Continent, Five Dollers. 


Mexican Life 


Uruguey 3 Mexico City Mexico 


Please send me “MEXICAN LIFE” tor one year, starting with the 
issue. | enclose (check of money order). 


Please send to the following names “MEXICAN LIFE” for one year, starting with 
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HEN in Mareh of 1938 Mexico decreed the 
nationalization of its petroleum industry 
it faced one of the gravest international 
aml economic problems in its reeent his- 
tory. For in defying the powers of the world's major 
oil combines it brought on a serious crisis in its inter 
national relations, while in undertaking the manage 
ment of a vast and complicated enterprise it assumed 
a responsibility whieh implied a grave economic hazard 


During the fourteen vears following the nation 
alization decree Mexico has sustained a battle against 
multiple odds, first to preserve its petroleum industry 
from collapse, and later to bring it up te an expand 
ing aml prosperous state. In taking over one of the 
most important sources of national wealth, Mexico's 
task involved the solution of the following problems 
It had to consolidate a number of former independent 
units into a single centrally operated industry. I 
had to basically reorganize a hage enterprise origin- 
for the extraction of crude oil 


ally designed mainly 
could produce 


and its export abvoad inte one that 

and distribute refined oil in a rapidly expanding do 
mestic market. [It had to ereate internal discipline, 
to develop a large staff of competent technicians and 
to win the full support of the oil workers. Finally, 


it had to surmount the international boycott against 
interests, nego 


Mexican oil imposed by the ousted 
duly 


tiate indemnity agreements with these interests 
settle the indemnities, and restore confidence and 
friendly relations in the world oi) market and in 
dustry. 

And while each passing vear brought 
progress in the solution of these perplexing problems, 
the great increase during the past five years in the 
volume of domestic consumption, threatening to ex- 
ceed the volume of production. created a new imper- 
ative problem. Mexico’s petroleum industry, burden- 
ed with the obligation to liquidate indemnities, with 
lack of eapital for drilling additional wells or build- 
ing pipelines and refineries, compelled te operate with 
obsolete or inadequate installations, had to eneoun- 
ter the means of rapidly inereasing produetion in or- 
der to cope with national demands, 

And although the Mexican government 
every effort to avoid the inerease in its foreign obli- 
gations, a United States loan seemed to offer the only 
obvious solution. Henee Mexico began negotia- 
tions in 1948, and the United States government sent 
a committee to Mexico to earry out investigations. 
Yet, despite the fact that the report presented by 
the committee was highly favorable and notwith- 
standing its recommendation that the loan be made 
in the interests of the hemispheric defense program, 
the negotiations dragged on and their final outeome 
was obscured by a series of claims and counterclaims. 


tangible 


made 
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Faced by this impasse, Mexico decided to suspend 
further negotiations and announced that it would wo 
ahead with its program on a modified seale, relying 
on its own resourees. The failure to obtain the loan 
constituted for Mexico a new hazard and challenge 

The last annual report issued by the petroleum 
administration reveals that the country has suecess- 
fully passed the hazard and met the challenge. The 
tigures presented in this report show that Mexico 
has clearly surmounted the problem of statie produe- 
tien and growing consumption that erucially develop 
ed tive years ago Presenting the figures that cover 
the past five vears, the report indicates that crude 
production inereased from 49,000,000 barrels 1946 
to 78,000,000 in 1951, and that the upward trend has 
brought up present daily production to more that 
barrels With domestic constiinption repre 
senting In 1951 50,550,000 barrels, Mexieo had a mar 
in of 27,000,000 barrels which was exported for cash 
or in profitable barter 

The following additional salient figures contain 
ed in this report bring out the present state of the 
petroleum industry 

Twenty-four producing fields have been diseover 
ed in the course of the last five years, and a handred 
and seventy-eight favorable structures have been lo 
The eountry s proven 


eated and await test drilling 
1.058.000 000 


increased from 
Adding gas and distillates, 
estimated at 


reserves have thereby 
barrels to 1,424,000,000 
the total hydrocarbon 
1.795, 860,000) barrels 

In 1947 the above industry 
pesos in federal taxes, while last vear it paid 505,000, 
000.00, a sum equivalent to one eighth of the entire 
The net annual income of this indus 
pesos in 1946 to 


resery are 


paid 


federal income 
trv inereased from 
595 500.00 in 1951 

The money invested in exploration, amounting to 
28.000,000,00 pesos in 1947, reached the sum of 177, 
(100,000.00 last vear. The total investment in the in 
dustry during the current vear will amount ty 450, 
O00 

While only 64 wells were drilled in 1947, 
were drilled in 1951, which is the highest figure sin 
ee 1927. and which according to present plans will 
be considerably exeeeded in 1952. 

Reflecting the country’s rapid industrial develop- 
ment, its consumption of oil is likewise increasing 
at a rapid pace. But this increase is now being taken 
eare of. with an ample margin of safety, by the sig- 
Mexico, moreover, is re- 
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nal inerease in production. 
gaining its former major status in the export field. 

Thus. through courage, ability, sacrifice and self- 
reliance, Mexico has coped with a severe national 
problem. A sustained battle of fourteen years has 


been definitely won. 
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MEXICAN 


Medicine Man 


country already old when Hernan Cortés took 
beet Spain Mexico has many Carryovers 
trom the dim past. Among them is the medi 
« man, called the curandero he who cures 
Mexicans have a practieal folk knowled 
curative powers of certain herbs. The eu 
iply Knows more, tle has, besides, certain 
te the magie of the witch doeetor that 
ack to the beginnings of civilized man on the 
Santos Alarcon is a eurandero de pura cepa, as 
Mexiew —of stock Ile is descended 
cof medicine men and women that goes 
eenturies before the Conquistadors at 
rived 
The Al 
the Indian shrine whieh is still revered although its 
rites are tow channeled through the Catholie Chureh 
nether, a eurandera and midwife, was the 
She married a man from the ‘outside 
and went to his home in Chilpancingo. But when 
her time came to die, she returned to Chalma 
Ih every new generation of this ancient family, 
if} was given to one member to heeome a euranders 
The career was never imposed by parent on child 
‘save Sante You are ea! 


con Tamily lived at Chala, a great mys 


first to leave 


eantiot be rosed 


lel, or tot 
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‘fo his manv brothers and sisters, Santos alone 
felt the eal! Ilis father was a mule driver and his 
brothers followed the mules, but he grew up with 
the smell af copal scented smoke As soon aus he could 
walk he was helping his mother gather herbs, brew 
the medicines, work with the sick 

There is nething of the charlatan about Santos 
He is simple, good, sincere. You have only to look in- 
io his eves to know that He would not dream o 
making a good business out of doetoring the sick. A 
patient pays what he ean, and if he ean’t pay any 
thing at all, that’s all right too. Santos makes his liv- 
ing by other means. Ilis great knowledge of Mexitan 
plant life brought him a job as a field worker in an 
entomological laboratory supported in Mexico by the 
United States Departmeat of Agrieulture. After eight- 
een years, the war put an end to his wor Now he 
raises chickens to sell in the market 

His theors of medicine | nuch the same as that 
held by ancestors who sre now cust under the sacred 
soil of Chalma 
Sometimes 
they are carried by an enemy who wishes you harm 
The bad airs lodge themselves in the bile. and if they 
are not cleaned out quickly they may affect all other 
internal orwans.”” 


“All sickness comes from bad airs 


Continued on page 58 
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enneth K. 


OU can hardly blame Kenneth Kualback or Ken 
neth K. to his Mexican friends and associates 
for being disgusted. Five long years he had 
been promoting in Mexico and he had one five 
peso bill in his pocket to show for it. What had been 
the trouble exactly? First and foremost a lot of bad 
luex and secondly unrealiable associates and third 
seme spineiess capitalists who couldn't see farther 
than their own noses. Ile wouldn't have minded se 
much if he had been prometing on a stuall scale but 
the truth was he had some beautiful deals cooked up 
The orange deal for example. They were erying for 
oranges in Canada after the crop failure in Califor 
nia and he was able to get fifty thousand erates of 
A one oranges in a week's time. A_ fellow by the 
name of Joe Gonzalez had all the dough the deal 
needed on deposit in the bank and a tip-top boat for 
the transportation, Gonzalez and he were splitting 
sixty-forty on the deal. The only fly in the ointment 
was the packing of the oranges and for this job he 
got a fellow named Ike Turner who was recommend. 
ed by everyone who knew the business. But ap- 
parently they forget to mention that Ike liked his 
tequila both on and off the job. The result was that 
Ike stayed drunk for two weeks while he was pack 
ing the oranges and when they arrived in Montreal 
a good 75 percent of them were rotten. Naturally, 
Gionzdlez went off his nut having lost a small fortu- 
ne and threatened to sue him for everything but mur 
der. Llowever, he soon learned that you can’t squee 
ze blood out of a turnip and finally gave up trying 
But Gonzdlez must have put the curse on him, for all 
the deals he was in after that turned just as sour. 
Those mines in the Balsas—tons of gold. silver ecop- 
per, just waiting to be dug up and Shorty Danzinger 
who knew a mine when he saw one, begging to buy 
the whole shooting mateh at a good price, even had 
his cheekbook open on the desk and that stinker Séu 
chez suddenly opens his trap and tells him the mines 
are worth twice that much and po gringe could cheat 
him. Naturally, that was the end of that deal, And 
then the farming deal south of Tampico. Boy. what 
farming land that was! Sweet runnine water all over 
the place, transportation by river straight inte the 
havbor at Tampico. Every tropieal fruit under the 
sun could be raised on that land and that was when 
Mexico and the United States were erying for food! 
Put Jett Perkins got cold feet and walked out with 
his lousy fifty thousand pesos. And the other deals 
were the same old story. One after another failed 
for no fault of his own. With one decent break he 
could have made a fortune for himself and anyone 
alse who would have backed him and stuck to hin 
But you don’t find guys like that in business any- 
more. Guys who have the real business savvy, foresight 
initiative and plenty of guts. Those were the guys 
who used to make money and make it fast. And now 
who is it that makes monev’? Bankers and indpstria- 
lists who never take a chance, who hold all the cards 
and inst sit back on. their fat’ cans and wait fer the 
safe dividends. What fur is that he'd like to know 
What brains. what imagination does it take? Thate 
kind of business alwavs seemed to him like takirfy 
eandv away from a haby. 

These rankling. morbid thoughts of Kenneth K's 
were endden!~ interrupted by an outburst of sereams 
and vhonts. The severe high-besamed woman seated 
direetly in back of him was partieularly noisy, Sie 
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happened to be an American and was hellbent on 
bringing in a grey horse through the simple expe 
dient of insulting him 
have sensed antagonistic vibration for he finished mi 

serably, The severe woman then sat down quite hea 

Vily and was silent save for a few parting remarks 
regarding the dishonesty of Mexican horse-racing 

Kenneth K. glanced at the woman and then at the 
track just after the horses had thudded across the 
Ile then peered at the eleetrie board and 
much te his surprise discovered that it was the seventh 
race. Only one more race and he would have to bas 
it back to that dingy hotel near the Zéealo where he 
had been foreed to stay the past three months. That 
woman in back of him-—strange, but she did remind 
him of Bertie. Bertie! What the devil was he going 
to do about her? She had given him her pass and it 
seemed to be good a place as any to think about Ber 

tie and himself. But he hadn't given it a thought 

His mind had been wandering ever sinee he arrived 
Now he'd really have to give it some thought. Some 
thing had to be decided by tomorrow tertie was 
leaving for the States and she had told him verv em 

phatically to make up his mind. Of course the lo 
gical thing to do was to marry Bertie. She wanted 
to marry him and had for years. He had to confess 
there was a lot to recommend Vertic ax a wife. She 
was a smart woman. She had married three tines and 
each one of her husbands left her well provided for 
Two of them had died and the last one was divorced 
on the grounds of mental cruelty. The mental erue! 
ty hapened to be a blonde twenty vears younger than 
herself but she made it pay. She had a nice house 
and lot in Cleveland and a tidy trust fund. All she 
lacked now was a husband and there's where he came 
in. It all seemed pretty eold blooded,, yet from hiv 
point of view it wasn't such a bad deal. Ile had al 
ready discussed the possibilities of setting up a smal! 
business of some kind in Cleveland and she seemed 
to like the idea. In that way he eould make his liv 

ing and keep his self respect. And frankly speaking 
it meant a better life for him. He'd not only have 
a certain standing in the community and friends but 
security, something he'd never had in his life. It was 
the logical thing to do all right. After the races he'd 
go straight to ber hotel and break the news. That was 
a good idea. She'd probably suggest they celebrate 
at Ciro’s. Then he could order a niee supper with 
French champagne served in those swanky silver con 
tainers. It’d been years since he had tasted champag 
ne. 


The grey horse, however, must 


finish line 


Put hold on a moment... he had been thinking 
about the pros, but how about the cons? That's the way 
vou should look at any kind of a deal, Bertie might 
be a smart woman but she was far from good look 
ing. Matter of fact she wax pretty ugly and fat, too 
She was supposed to be forty-three but she was fifty 
if she was a dav and what's more, she looked it. He, on 
the other hand. was only forty-six and was pretty 
well preserved. Anyway, had all of his hair and most 
of his teeth and he hadn't an ounce of fat on him 
Besides, he'd always gone around with young chie 
Then there was alwavs Mytle to consider 
Hle'd reeeived a letter 


women 
Boy, there was a real woman 


from her a couple of months ago with her photograph 
She was still a beauty and had a knockout body and 
jndgitte from the letter she was still as.erazy about hin 
ws ever. Yes. Myrtle really had what it takes. She wa 
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settle 
married her in Nansas 
lost all of his 
he could get 

break sem for Myrtle. He'd get a 
little City the 
where there was plenty of stshine and space, one af 


the woman he ever wanted te 
down with and he'd have 
ago if he hadn't 
window sash deal. If 
he would 


atttside of 


only marry 
ity 
cough 


that 


years 
one deceit 
awain 
hetine near park 
those modern collapsible houses Danny Schunk was al 
ways talking about. Danny was going to be the agent 


houses and of eourse he'd get special 


Anyway that’s what he really would like to de 


for those 
price 
That would be heaven 

Yeah, all that and heaven 
trouble all along. He was always dreaming 
the facts 


That had been his 
Now Was 
the time to be practical, Tle must face And 
were the facts’ He was a promoter in a foreien 
with nothing to Nothing eould 
worse than that, le was forty-six and the odds were 
thirty te against him. Not 
even a borse ean beat those odds! No, he'd better be 
sensible for his life and marry Bertie while 
the marrying was good, To hell with trying to make 
a come-back, been trying for five years. It was 
time he ealled it quits. This time he'd play it safe 

The woman who reminded him of Bertie was now 
standing up looking over the horses in the final race. 
She even had a voiee like Bertie’s, a sort of singsong 
She was telling her husband what horse 
It was a horse called Lron 
with the race, Not only 


tow 


what 


Country promote le 


against him, a good one 


nazal voice 
she was going to and why 
and she would run away 
record was goml bat she knew horse when 
She hadn't horn and the 
South nothing, Here was a chance for a real kil 
ling, She would play five hundred pesos the 
hoard just to be on the safe side. Her husband mere 
rls that Tron Sue 


ste 
her flesh 


she saw it been raised in 
teor 


HCTOSS 


protested on the wre might 


AN 


April, 152 


ane five hundred pesos was close to a 
deal of This ar- 


was blasted by his wife who loudly 


in fourth that 


hundred dollars oud a great 


vument. 
all present that it was ‘ret 
like a trumpet 
from his 
bet the five 
slightly ill It 
Ile knew 
capable of such seenes. ot 
thinking about a good 
Play, Broad Grin, Rhythmic Rose 
Mix KeV Atel se until the ninth hor 
se amd it’s name was Kenneth son of Miving Hleels 
and Carry On. It was probably the only horse in the 
with And how he wondered 
could thes gotten Kenneth 
Miving heels and Carry Om’ At any vate his curiosity 
lhe the track 


horses were parading in tront or 


anes 

eall, The 
seat with 
hundred 


mace it understoad to 
the he 
hushane 


ent 


ane rang «out 


erept 
comment te 


h felt 


fiis tut 


turther 
Kenneth 
augury of 
Dertie 
keep 
blue Chance 
Stile, Si 


was 


ross puture deep-down 


that 


der te 


Wiis 


trom seleetion 


fron cont 


world his name-sake 


have out of 


aroused began to search for 
his namesake, The 
the grand stand. They were all proud looking horses, 


sleek shiny gracefully arched necks 


Was how 


and with 


They seemed to radiate both speed and confidence. 


But where was his name-sake’? Kenneth K's face sud- 
denly fell, There he was -Number Nine, the last horse 
in the group, and what a horse! Ile looked exaetly like 
that corny pieture of the Indian sitting on a half dead 
evititled, The End Of The Trail He glanced at 
his program aeain ane ered the horse ws twe! 
ve vears old. What was the big idea of running a horse 
that old anwway, specially one that hadn't been fed? 
that’s what it was! The injustice 

the injustice and of the 
sireetly involved, God knows 
late without having 
Continued on page 61 


horse 


It was an outrage 
his name was 


it made boil COUPSE 
act that 


his position vous enough of 
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Aztec Godd q 
From Velley of Mexico. 


Mother carrying baby in sling. 
Aztec, from Cholula. Puebla. 


(Photos by the author, courtesy of the Wenner-Gren Foun 
dation for Anthropological Research. and the kind co-operation 
of the collectors: Ignacio Bernal. Franz Feuchtwanger, Guillermo 
Echaniz and others who wish to remain anonymous.) 


Mothers of Ancient Mexico 


T is difficult to imagine, for many people who have 

been reared on tales of “‘erude and blowd-thirsty 

savages, whose greatest pleasure was to sacrific« 

men,’’ that the Aztees, Maya, Toltees, Zapoteeas, 
ect., were aetuaily cultured peoples, fond of waking 
specches with flowery allusions, and who had special 
courses in which they were taught the proper arts of 
smelling flowers, playing flutes and singing. It i 
also difficult for us at this date to gain much insight 
into the human side of the people of Mexieo at the 
time of the conquest, because of the conquest itselt, 
which turned civilized proud nations into beaten sub 
jeets who had lost their moral fiber. Tales of a beat- 
en people are never pretty 

The writer states that it is also difficult because 
of the attitude still prevailing which has as its basis 
the belief that there are whole nations of people men 
tally and morally superior to others, per se, and also 
because of evil results stemming from, an attitude at 
the time of the conquest which allowed men to debat: 
if the people found in Mexico were actually human 
capable of reeeiving religious instruction, and in po 
session of immortal souls, or if they were a lower form 
of zoological species, to be enslaved and used as work 
animals. 

William Hl. Preseott had a very good plan enab- 
ling him to achieve some insight into the “* humanness’’ 
of the Ancient Mexicans. which is set down in his 
‘Conquest of Mexieo,’’ Chapter V:** We shall be able 
to form a better idea of the actual refinement of the 
vatives, by penetrating into their <lomestie life 
observing the intercourse between the sexes. We sha! 
there find the ferocious Aztee (requently displaying 
all the sensibility of a enltivated nature; consoling 
his friends under affliction, or congratulating them 


By Fredrick A. Peterson 


ou their good fortune, as on occasion of a marriage, 
or the birth or the baptism of a child, when he was 
punctilious in bis visits, bringing presents of costly 
dresses and ornaments, or the more simple offering 
of flowers, equally indicative of his sympathy, These 
Visits, at these times, though regulated with all the 
precision of Oriental courtesy, were accompanied by 
expressions of the most cordial and affectionate re- 

It is the aim of the writer to follow the Plan of 
William Preseott to allow the readet to “penetrate 
into their domestic life and observe the intercourse 
hetween the sexes,” by presenting the reader with 
a series of photographs of ancient works of art, in 
clay, stone, bone, ete., whieh are really self-portraits 
of the people, or portraits of their pets, toys, tools. 
muvical instruments, houses. ete.. before the time of 
contact with European art and mannerisms. The pho 
tographs were taken through the generosity of the 
Wenner-tiren Foundation for Anthropological Re- 
seach extended by means of a grant enabling the wri 
ter to make a photographie and comparative sturls 
of the private archaeological collections of Mexico 

To begin the scries we shall first present mothers 
of different cultures in different epochs with their ba- 
bies, to demonstrate graphically the simple but dra 
matic fact that the love of those mothers for their 
ebildren, and vice-versa, does not differ in shade or 
degree from that of ours, Seeing these small senlptu 
res in baked clay, mute witnesses of the past, one feels 
himself to be in the presence of real love and ten 
derness, which must force even die-hards to admit 
that they were as capable of rising to great heights 
of affection as we. The photos demonstrate vividly 
that they loved their chilrden we do, and that they 


i 
Maya culture. from Campeche 


Mayan mother with child on hip. [rom Yucatan. 


laughed with them and played with them, earries 
them, and allowed the children to erawl all over them 
in the endearingly-annoying fashion with which we 
are all so familiar, Are there any traces of savagery 
ov barbarism present here’ One sees old “granny,”’ 
holding her grandson proudly, with a big smile on 
her wrinkled, nearly teothless old face (See Figure 
| Do these things not strike familiar chords on the 
harp oof memory? 

Only a handful of persens have taken the trouble 
te read the work of one of the foremost hamanitarians 
of Mexieo under Spanish rule, Father Bernardino de 
Sahagin, entitled, “Uistoria General de Las Cosas 
de Nueva Espafia.’” vet in it there is revealed a trea 
sure trove fulloof the jewels one ealls insight, whieh 
can be found only through a systematic and sympa 
hetie search, One must read there the exhortations 
that the doting Aztee parents inade to their sens and 
daughters to ventlize to just what heights of unde: 
standing, moralitv. and refinement manifested by 
breeding they climbed without kuropean 
aid. The writer bas taken the liberty to) translate 


Mother with baby over one shoulder and jug on other. 
From Naya: it. 


here some sections of Look 1, Chapter Six, and of 
abbreviating greatly some of the beautiful orations 
found there, in order to give the reader an idea of 
the morality and ideals of the Ancient Mexieans, The 
first quotation deals with instructions to a young 
bey from his father 

**My son, born from the womb of your mother 
like the chicken from the shell, we don't know how 
long the heavens will allow us to enjoy the precigus 
jewel that we have in you, but however long it be, 
you should try to live with great care, asking God 
continually to help you. He raised you and possesses 
you, he is your Father, that loves you more than I 
Revere and salute your elders and don't despise any 
one. With the poor and afflicted be not dumb, but 
counsel them with good words. Honer all, especially 
your parents to whom you owe obedience and ser- 
viee The son who fails in this respeet won't come 
out well. Don’t follow the example of those bad sons 
who live like dumb brutes deprived of their senses, 


A happy mother with her hands full. From Colima. 


that doen't revere their parents nov obey their cor 
rection, because he who imitates them will have a 
bad end, he will die in desperation or broken, ot 
they will kill him and the beasts will eat him. 
Never laugh, my son, at the old, the sick. nor 
at him whe falls into some fault or error. Don't be 
clissolute because the Gods will become indignant and 
cover you with confusion. Don't go where you aren't 
called, or interfere in what doesn’t concern you. In 
your action and in your words try always to show your 
youl breeding anvone speaks foolishly and it is 
net up te vou to correct him, shut up. lf it he your 
duty to warn him, first consider what you must say, 
and then don’t talk with signs of presumption 
“Don't stop any longer than neeessary in the 
bath or in the market because these are places gives 
to exeess. Don’t walk too polished, or you will be 
held for dissolute When anvene walks where you 
go, don’t put yourself in front of him, but step to 
Continued on page 64 
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Railway tracks totally destroyed by rebels in the state of 
Durango during the insurrection of 1929. 


The Railways in the Years 


of Civil Strife 


N UNDERTAKING any study of the problems, and 

their underlying causes, contronted by the rail- 
ways of Mexico, it is impossible to exelude as one 
of such underlying causes the long vears of re 
volutionary strife—the stormy period between 1910 
and 1920, For throughout those vears of internecine 
war, of repeated revolt and counter-revolt, the armies 
and their supplies were not only transported by rail 
but much of the fighting was done along the rail- 
ways, with trains often serving as ramparts, 

The damage caused to the country’s railways by 
this protracted upheaval was truly enormous. De- 
stroved roadbeds, dynamited trains, burned stations, 
wrecked bridges, driverless engines turned loose wild 
to play the part of projectiles on wheels—all these 


were common occurrences in the days of the revelu- 
tion. 

And even in less distant times--in the winter of 
1923-24, when Adolfo de la I[nerta rose against the 
government, and his insurgent armies had to be put 
down by loval forces in different parts of the repub- 
lic-othe railways paid a heavy toll in destruction 
The author had an opportunity to evewitness some 
of this destruction while serving as a newspaper cor 
respondent attached to the loval forees, and again. 
in the morgths of March and April of 1929, when he 
accompanied Geners!| Plutareo Elias Calles ‘through 
out the campaign in the Northern part of Mexico 
against the rebel forees led by General Gonzalo Es- 
eobar. 

On the latter oceasion, the writer surmised that 
the damage eaused by the insurrection was almost 
entirely confined to the railways. While many brid- 
ges had been dvnamited by guerrilla bands along the 
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route of the advance through the states of Aguas Ca- 
lientes and Zacatecas, from the station of Yerbanis, 
Durango to Torreon, Coahuila, a distance of over a 
hundred kilometers, the railroad was totally destroy 
ed. The cavalry troops had to abandon the trains at 
this point and to cover the distance to Torreon, over 
a section of the Bolson) de Mapimi desert, in a long 
and strenuous hike, following, more or less, the eour 
se of the demolished railway. The author had the 
highly interesting experience of accompanying the 
troops on horseback, and personally took some of the 
photographs which illustrate this artiele 

Throughout this entire campaign, the rebels, en- 
deavouring in their retreat to retard the advance of 
the loyal troops, destroyed the tracks behind them, 
bv dragging an anchor cain fastened to an engine and 
ooped under the rails. In this ingenious manner they 
clevastated ever a distanes of several hundred kilo 
meters the lines between Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, and 
Torreon, Coahuila; between Torreon and Jimenez, 
Chihuahua and along other routes in the surrounding 
territorv. The trestles and even large size bridges 
were likewise destroved throughout the region, 

Considering that the rebellions of 1923 and 1929 
were minor events, if compared with the prolonged 
warrine of the preceding decade. we can readily ima 
gine the extent of havee and destruetion that took 
nlace in that deeade. Solely in the brief period of 
three vears—-hetweem 1915 and 1916-—the National 
Railways lost “875 freight cars, passenger cars 
and 50 locomotives. in addition to the miles and mi 
les of demolished tracks. In terms of monetary loss, 
during the reeime of President Venustiano Carranza 
it was estimated that in order to repair tracks and 
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Train dynamited by Zapatisia 
rebels near Los Cerritos on 


M 
bridges. to econstruet stations aml purchase equip 
ment, the government would have to spend forty-nine 
million 
President Carranza’s nivent dtd not have 
the money for this rehabilitation; but the railroads 


had to continue their service, Thus the repairs carries 
out during those years were in the nature of military 
emergency. They were hasty and provisional repairs 
The same 


damaged and worn rails and erossties were utilized 


with damaged materials and secant means 


the wrecked bridges were propped up or mended in 
a makeshift manner; the equipment 
freight and passenger cars—-were salvaged whenever 
it was possible and in a lame fashion placed back in 
operation, The repairs, in other words, did not sig 
nify a complete renovation, The railways somehow 
continued to funetion, but with time their funetion, 
characterized by frequent wrecks, by tardy departu 
res and arrivals, gradually and inevitably deterior 
ated as result of defective tracks, installations and 
equipment. Through more reeent years, with the 
great increase in the volume of traffie, the country’s 
railways reached a truly precarious state. They were 
no longer able to eope with the nation’s rapidly ex- 
panding agriculture, commerce and industry. 


locomotives, 


Clearly comprehending the true extent of this 
rational problem, President Miguel Aleman designated 
s one of the salient points in his constructive prow 
compete rehabilitation of the National Rail 


the 


the route to Toluca. 
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ways of Mexico, a task which is being carried out un- 


der the able administration of Lie. Manuel R. Pala- 
cios, General Manager of the National system 

At the end of three deeades, the revolutionary 
government of Mignel Aleman is liquidating with 


bountiful interest a debt contracted by the revolution 
in reconstructing the entire network of National Rail 
The work achieved during the past five 
constitutes of the most brilliant chapters in the 
eplendid reeord of the present administration. [1 in 
eludes the rehabilitation amd widening to standard 
gauge of the former narrow-gauge lines of the Inter- 
Oceanic Railway between Mexieo City and Veracruz 
and Mexico City-Acambare, of the route between Me- 
xico City and Oaxaca; the along its 
entire length of the Mexico City-Laredo line with 112 
pound rail; the rehabilitation of the Pan-American 
route between Ixtepee, Oaxaca and Suchiate, Chiapas 
and the Guatemala border, of the Tampico-Monterreys 
and the San Luis Potosi-Tampieo routes, and of ex 
tensive sections of the Mexico City-Ciudad Juarez 
route. New and powerful Diesel locomotives have 
been acquired to substitute the old and worn steam 
engines; great passenger and freight terminals are 
being constructed in the Federal Distriet, while ultra- 
modern streamlined passenger trains are being built 
in Switzerland and will soon be operating on the Me- 
xico City-Laredo line. 

All of this is actually bringing up the system of 
the National Railways of Mexico to a level of effi- 
cienev and modernity which will be on par with the 
hest in the world. 


wavs years 


reconstruction 


Trestle along the Centra! Rail- 
way destroyed by the revo- 
lutionists in May of 1912. 
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Agrarist lunt gathered at el 
Empalme de Cafiitas. Durango. dur- 
ing the insurrection of 1929. 


Train-loads of loyal forces com- 
manded by Gen. Plutarco Elias 
: Calles in pursuit of the rebels 
through Durango. 


‘trains. Zacateces. March, 1929. 
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Gen. Plutarco Elias Calles accompanied by some of his officers 
at stat in D 
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; ,  Leya! troops arriving at Torreon in 
. March of 1929. after the city was 
abandoned by the rebels. 


The rehabilitation of National Railways carried out by the present government 
typified by the new and modern Diesel-powered trains, running over totally 
reconstructed trackage. 
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Patterns of an Old City 


AN EPISODE IN COYOACAN 


RALLIGH knocked the ashes out of his pipe, 
hitting it against the leg of the table, then 
extracted a tobacco pouch from the pocket of 
his worn tweed eoat and filled it again. **Oh, 
I run down to Cooyacdin whenever | feel the need of 
company,”’ he said. ‘‘l can always spend an even- 
ing at somebody's house. Kill a little time. It’s really 
not so far from San Jeronimo. I get back to my 
shanty on a late bus. But I seldom come to the city 
It’s too much effort. My feet, you know. When the 
need to move takes hold of me Ut run down to Vera 
cruz. | like it better there. It’s open and leisurely. 
You ean sit under the arches and look on. The sea 
and the heat are mollifying. You are not bludgeoned 
by time. Dawdling becomes an absorbing oecupation. 
There is nothing of it here. A rat-race. They are all 
going somewhere and they are all in a hurry to get 
there. No place where you can sit and just look 
on.”’ 

My friend Krallich, | think. Harbeoring an undy- 
ing nostalgia for Paris sidewalk cafés. After years 
of hibernation in San Jeronimo still burdened with 
perverse longings. The little man with a mop of un- 
ruly iron-grey hair, a deeply lined and somber yet 
strangely mobile face that lights up in flashes of 
sudden radiance each time he smiles, and who wad- 
dies at a funny mincing gait because his feet were 
erippled from standing through ghastly months on 
the stone floor of a cell in a Spanish dungeon that 
was too densely packed with prisoners to enabie a 
man to sit or lie. The little warrior who fled in youth 
ful rebellion from the Philistia of his native New 
York to dwell in the expatriate Areadia on the left 
bank of the Seine, who had survived the ravages 
of unstable love and several unlucky marriages, and 
who shorn of gods and illusions sought a final positi- 
ve assertion on the battlefields of Spain, and after 
the grim ordeal in prison, in concentration eamps and 
long, perilous wanderings wound up in Mexico. My 
friend Krallich: a derelict survival from the vanished 
generation of stormy nonconformists, a solitary self- 
made outeast, a little man with a frail body and bre- 
ken feet and a very big mind—a singularly happy 
man who found the final answer in complete withdraw 
al in sureease and detachment, in the enviable role 
of a permanent and avid speetater, thongh no longer 
an active participant, in the life and the world around 
him. Krallich writing his reeondite books in a hut in 
San Jeronimo, visiting friends in Covoaean, sitting in 
# bench in the Alameda. in the portales at Veraernz. 
or in the hospitable booth of a dingy cantina. 


These thoughts drift through my mind as I sit 
facing him across the table of precisely this kind of a 
hooth. And obtruding on these thoughts is the mild- 
ly disturbing feeling of squandered daylight. But 
then, | had not seen him in quite a long time, and 
when IT ran across him pacing laboriously through 
the crowd of a downtown street, with a cantina 
handily a few steps awav to go inside for a drink 
and a little talk seemed the only obvious course 


Yes," he says. ‘‘There is always someone in 
Coyoae’n. Small talk mostly, and a sort of deplorable 
incapacity. for amenable association without the aid 
of sometimes excessive drink. But it’s pleasant 
enough. A pretty young erowd on the whole. They 
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tolerate me as an inoffensive old fogy, and | can al 
ways divert myself hearing myself talk."’ 

He picks up his glass and with its wet bottom 
thoughtfully stamps several cireles over the table 
“A pretty young crowd. Still wide-eyed. The world 
is yet new. Life is yet a mysterious outlet for doing 
things. It is yet an exciting and rewarding process 
of squirm, scuffle and seramble.’’ He pauses, obvious- 
ly relishing the incidental euphony of his words, then 
abruptly resumes: *'Did you by any chance know the 
Giuilfords?!"’ 

Tsay. don’t reeall having met them.’ 

“No. I don’t suppose you have. They didn’t get 
about much. Pretty well tied down. He was an in- 
valid in a wheelchair; but their house, despite the tra 
gic element, was a pleasant place to visit—that is, for a 
time it was. It all got kind of messed up toward the 
end. Yes. They were quite attractive and likable 
people. But he is dead and she is gone, and now 
there is only the postseript of lurid talk.”’ 

“Gossip, you mean?’’ ask, 

Yes. An autopsy of gossip. Not the gross kind 
of tongue-wagging. Their friends are a kindly and 
understanding sort. There is no maliee: no moraliz- 
ing. It’s all quite objective and unemotional. But 
just the same, it’s an absorbing theme, and smug reti- 
cence is not a virtue among them. The young people 
today have a peculiar hardness, a rather tough fiber. 
They are a phlegmatie crowd, So while the Guilfords 
were living in Coyoacin, or at least before the ultima 
te and more flagrant complications had set in, they 
did not arouse unwholesome curiosity among their 
friends, There seemed to be nothing out of the ordin- 
ary in the obviously pathetic case of a young, healthy 
and good looking woman being chained to a helpless 
invalid. The tragie element of sacrifiee might have 
awakened a degree of compassion, of wonder, even 
ot dread; but that was never revealed by anyone who 
came near them. It was artfully eonecaled in an at- 
titude of amiable casualness. The ‘iuilfords—once 
they emerged from their seclusion and started ming 
ling with people—turned out to be very sociable. They 
were gracious hosts; they were soon part of the crowd 

you might even say the heart of it--and their odd 
situation did not set them aside. 

“T must admit that at the beginning, during my 
initial visits with them, | found it rather hard to si- 
mulate such ecasualness. They compelled interroga 
tions, They always made vou disturbingly conscious 
of the ineongruity of their existence... of the sheer 
hair-breadth peril inherent in their situation, of the 
stark preeariousness which confronted their life. 
Being close to them vou sensed a faseir ation akin to 
that of watehing someone daneing at the edge of a 
precipice. 

“So perhaps in its essenee it was a kind of mor- 
hid attraction they exerted on people, the attraction 
of imminent havoe and doom, of something very fra- 
vile and very beautiful that mieht be broken, might 
fall to pieces, before one’s eves. of a certain fore- 
knowledge of this deor and of wonder as to how and 
when it will oeeur 

I do not interreot Ly offering euestions, for I 
know that Krallich is in one of his lively garrulons 
moods, and unobtrusively | signal the waiter to refill 
our glasses. Continued on page 42 


ELSON A. Rockefeller, who knows as much 
about Latin America as any Vanqui,”’ sais 
in a speech he recently made to the Women -» 
National Republican Club in New York that 
disunity and uurest in many parts of Latin Amen 
ea are tar more widespread and serious than test 
people in the United States realize."’ 

The storm signaixs are out, and they are ineses 
pable te any one making a trip te the area these 
lays. The more spectacular manifestations, tiv 
suecessful garrison revolt of Gen. Fulgeneio 
mi Cuba, on Mareh 10. and the overthrow of the lo 
livian Junta seme weeks age, are symptoms and ex 
amples, not aberrations. They are the places where 
the hot lava has broken through the surface, amd u 
will be surprising indeed if there are me other erun 
tions before 1992 is over 

For one thing, there are six elections in the of 
fing Panama (May 11), Dominiean Republie (May 
16), Eeuador (June 1), Mexieo, (July 6), Chile (in 
September) and Venezuela (in) November 

There was a seventh election on the list 
June l-—but General Batista made that eleetion un 
In so deing, he set an example that sent 


Cuba 


hecessary 
thrills of hope through many a general's breast, but 
he also discouraged every demoeratie statesman 
voter south of the Rio Grande as they have not been 
discouraged in years, 

The peaceful balance in Latin America is preea 
rious and easily upset in the best of times In spite 
of the striking differences ‘between the individual! 
countries, their common origin, tanguage, history and 
traditions give them an affinity and make them sub 
ject to the same influences and reactions 

The basie “actors that lie behind the 
and unrest’’ of whieh Mr. Rockefeller spoke are easy 
to list 

First ond foremost comes militarism. The 
significant feature of Latin-American polities has al 
ways been the predominance of the military authority 
over the eivilian, It is equally true te say that this 
intluence is lessening. Uruguay has been free of it 
for vears: in Mexico, under President Miguel Ale 
man, it has been losing its grip; in EKeuador, Presi 
dent Galo Plaza Lasse has kept it at bay for nearly 
four years; in Brazil and Colombia, the army has 
ceased to play the most vital role, —— 

The trend is against militarism beeause it Is te 
and in a democracy the civilnn 


‘disunity 


ward democracy, 
authorities must control the military 
Hlowever, the millennium has not arrived ; the 
Man an Horseback is still the key figure in Latin 
America, either in the forefront: or hovering om 
ously in the rear Out-and-out military governments 
rule in Peru, Venezuela, Nicaragua, hi Salvador, the 
Dominican Republie and -thanks to General Batista 
in Cuba. 
The great trouble is that Lat 
instruments of internal polities ; they are rarely 
needed, ax in the United States and Europe, for de 
fense. Now and then in histery they have fought 
wars with neighbors, but such coufliets are now han«l 
led peacefully through the Organization of American 
states, The two great functions of Latin-American 
armies are, therefore, to help maintain internal order 
and to deeide the fate of governments <i 
Nationalism is an ally of militarism. But this is 
not nationalism ay we understand it, net patriotism 


ine American armies 
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or even the exaltation and aggrandizement of one’s 
own country, but a destructive aad above all an *‘anti- 


Yaqui’’ force 

Argentina is the place to find this variation of 
senophobia in its most aeute form. It 33 traditional 
there because of the rivalry in the commercial field 
and in South American polities between Argentina 
and the United States. But the same nationalism is to 
be found in countries like Mexico, which had histo 
rie reasons to hate the United States, or Guatemala, 
which has resented the past activities and present 
eminence of the United Fruit Company 

Still another source of this nationalism is to be 
found whenever a Latin-American country is depen- 
dent upon United States purchases of its one great 
commodity. The recent Bolivian revolution was pert- 
ly the result of a refusal of the United States Reeon- 
struction Finance Corporation to pay what the Bo- 
livians considered a fair price for it. The unemploy- 
ment. misery and bitterness helped to ereate the at- 
mosphere for a revolt 

Cubans, whose only great crop is sugar, still talk 
with horror and resentment of the Smoot-lawley ta- 
riff of 1990. which caused unteid misery and many 
deaths by starvation on the island. When the prices 
of Chilean copper and nitrate, Brazilian, Colombian 
and Central American coffee, Cuban sugar and Bolli- 
vian tin are high, nationalism—and henee anti-Yan 
keeism —heeomes less virulent. When the prices drop, 
and especially when they are forced dewn, the old 
anti-imperialism comes out in full foree. 

Inflation plays a rele here, for it is prevalent 
in more or less acute form in everv Latin-American 
country and is causing great popular distress end in- 
ternal strains. The Volivian revolt) was helped by 
a galloping inflation that was bringing much misery. 
Venezuela has what must be the highest eost of living 
in the world. Chile has performed the remarkable 
feat of absorbing a steady, uninterrupted inflation 
for more than thirty vears, but the pace has been in- 
ereasing too rapidly in the last few vears and there 
is much unrest as a consequence 

The problem is more acute Latin-Ameriesn 
countries than in the United States because of the 
inability of Latin America to inerease productivity in 
proportion. What has prevented far worse strains is 
the relief given by the rise in world prices of raw 
material. but sinee the proceeds of sales are not 
equitably distributed among landowners, emvloyers 
and workers. the masses suffer. 

Communism plays on the extremes of wealth 
and poverty and on economic distress, and it also of- 
ten makes # close alliance with nationalism. It like- 
wise leans heavily on the anti-Yanqui, anti-imperialist 
line. Many nationalists, being extreme Rightists or 
military leaders, are anti-Communist; but all Com- 
munists play the nationalist game. This is the regular 
Leninist-Stalinist tactic in politieally backward areas. 

Ilowever, thus far the Communists have failed to 
gain a secure foothold in any eountry in Latin Ame- 
riea. 

The Communists’ hold on national labor organi- 
zations is nowhere very strong, partly beeause labor 
ix so poorly organized in Latin America. 

What thev can do in almost every country is to 
stir up trouble. discontent, strife, uneasiness. The 
Mexican labor leaders and intellectuals, the Brazi- 

Continued on page 55 
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A Dark Mare 


HREE weeks before he had come down the lake 
by rowboat, sitting stiffly in the stern under a 
green-lined tussore umbrella. lle was hard of 
hearing and had some respiratory trouble that 

made him give a little groan with every breath. His 
groans punctuated his sentences and his silences like 
a metronome. He spoke English in a curious mixture 
of German and Spanish idiom. 

‘*‘Name is Humpel,”’ he said. **Mining engineer, 
sixty-two years in Mexico. Eighty-five years old, but 
still they say, ‘Send for Humpel.’”’ 

The little groans were hypnotic. You tended to 
listen to the punctuation and not to the words, 

**L am born on the Heath of Liineburg. Are you 
not conform that for Germany the unique hope is to 
restore the kingdom of Hanover? You are tall en- 
ough for the Prussian guard. Is it true that you rent 
accommodations,?"’ 

With groans beating time, we had viewed the 
available accommodations. At the furthest bungalow 
he stopped. 

This one | wish, but 1 cook for myself sinee | 
have troubles with my bowels, and I must have a bot- 
tle of colded beer nightly at my bed. All I need is a 
stove for chareoal, such as has any Indio, out here 
in the veranda.”* 

I said that I didn’t think I could make structural 
alterations for my guests. 

“LT will it pay, and afterward it can arrange it 
self as a fixture table. T need too a baker's oven. A 
small one. I bake my special bread, for my stomach. 
Today it is very tight. | will pay the even, too. 1 
am not rich, but TI have no heirs. Here is the oven 
plan.”’ 

We had dickered and agreed, and Mr. Humpel 
had fixed the date of his arrival and left. The simple 
stove and the oven had been eompleted. Everything, 
in fact, was in order, except that 1, an absent-mind- 
ed innkeeper, had forgotten all about Mr. Tlumped and 
gone for a walk. 

I hurried en to the house. Mr. Humpel had gone 
to his bungalow, and Cayetano was going down the 
huerta lugging three fat bundles strapped into tra- 
veling rugs, a cardboard suitease, and a cage with two 
parrots in it. 

Ten yards from the bungalow I heard the pune- 
tuant groans. Mr. Humpel was examining the oven 

‘‘Good day. sir. The oven is three and one-half 
centimeters longer than drawn, and it is not squared. 
But this is Mexico. no? And it will serve. I like to 
put mv papagays in that eld guava tree, for T wish 
that they have their freedom.”’ 

We arranged various details about Mr. Humpel’s 
service, and I invited him for a drink at sunset. I 
had decided to ask all new guests to cocktails on their 
first evening, in order to see whether they wanted to 
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he sociable or preferred to be left alone, and, though 
1 felt that Mr. Ilumpel had a solitary routine that 
ticked over according to plan, I did not want to make 
an exeeption of him. 

But the cocktail hour was not a great success 
To begin with, Professor Fountanney did not realize 
that the groans emanated from Mr. Hampel and was 
forever looking under his chair or peering into shadowy 
corners of the terrace. 

‘My husband is nervous of snakes and things,"’ 
shouted Mrs, Fountanney te Mr. Huimpel and then 
hurriedly, since this was quite untrue, hissed to her 
husband, ‘‘It’s him!’ 

Mr. Humpel was consciously jovial. He plucked 
a head of geranium and presented it to Mrs. Fountan 
ney with a low bow. Then he picked another, put it in 
his buttonhole, and inhaled its perfume with a mighty 
sniff. Ile asked the Fountanneys questions about 
Harvard, interjecting reminiscences of Jena sixty-five 
vears before. Mrs. Fountanney answered him in 
her cool, eultured voice and laughed at his little jo 
kes. We got through the hour somehow, and then 
Mr. Humpel!l went off to make his supper. 

We were halfway through our meal when Silva- 
nite brought me a note from him. It said: 


Sir! Would vou be so kind to keep in your 
ice, but in dry angle. mv yeast? There are ten 
(10) grams. Rinds of fruit from the kitehen would 
pleasure my parrots if not else disposed. Please 
counsel all that my man parrot, who has the yel- 
low headtop, is angry and attacktive. 1 thank 
you. 

HEINRICH JOACHIM TUMPEL, 
Ingeniero. 


I warned the Fountannevs of the parrot. and af- 
terward the Professor and I went for a little walk 
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down the beach At the moment he was puzzled by 
a creature which makes a sharp hissing sound at night, 
and once his curiosity is aroused he keeps on until 
he satixfies it. | had been told it was a bird: | had 
iwen told it was a eieada; | had been given ail sorts 
of answers, But t had never seen one, and | had gi 
en up asking. Sometimes | like to have something 
left unexplained. Not so the Protessor, Every time 
we heard a hissing, his tall, bent figure darted off in 
what he fancied was the direction of the sound, play 
ing a flash on trees and bushes and rocks, and ones 
on a sleeping cow, which woke a little and looked up 
resentfully. Almost always the creature, or another, 
would then hiss from quite a different point, and the 
Professor would dart off again, Our walk took some 
time. He got his feet wet, and when we got home he 
had to change his shoes 

can't find my wite.’ he said, seratehing at 
the lobe of his ear where the stem of his steel-rimmed 
glasses always left a little red mark Dovethy!’’ he 
ealled. **Do rethy 

“Perhaps she's somewhere down the huerta,’ I 
sugested 

“But whatever would she be doing the 
huerta’’’ asked the Professer 

“Let's go and see.”’ 

We went along the rough paths between nis 
young citrus trees, and then | heard Mrs. Fountan 
ney's voice. She was sitting on Mr. Humpel’s veran 
da, and they were playing poke: 

** Really, Dorothy,’ said the Professor, brushing 
vexedly at a firefly as it sailed past, 

“Oh, dear,"’ said Mrs. Fountanney. know, 
Mr. Chandos, my husband hates me te play cards, es 
pecially for money, T won't be long, Logan, but you 
van see T ean’t stop right now, must even up with 
Mr. Humpel. Look at his ehips.”’ 

The Professor came away with a bad grace. | 
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went to bed amd | don’t Knew how long the poker 


wame wernt oft 


In the morning Nieves said, “You should not bay 
those little tuberoses of the hill, sefor. They don't 
ast anything at all. In my house we have tuberoses 
of the garden, and I will bring you some as soon as 
they bloom. Last night the roof leaked in the bed 
room on the side of Chapala where nobody is.”’ 

Candelaria said, ‘*The litthe Manuelito, the son 
of that Tesifonte, and an ugly boy he is, brought fun 
guses, and he said they were a peso the kilo, and 
there were two kilos, bat | told him I had not time 
to weight them just then, because a peso seemed to 
me very dear and I didn’t know if you had agreed 
to that or not, and in any case Manuelito has often 
climbed the wall and stolen oranges, so | told him to 
come back later, and I still have the funguses to make 
soup with milk or a paneake of eggs at midday, 
and | served them for breakfast fried to the sefiores, 
and the Sefior Professor ate platefuls and a half, 
and here are yours.” 

Cayetano said, “1 was out late on the beach and 
| saw the Sefor of the Oven and the Sefera of the 
Professor playing cards. It gives pleasure when our 
guests are content.”’ 

Obdulia said, ‘‘Many years age. when [| was in 
the hills with the wife of my cousin's uncle, she ate 
one of those little funguses and she rolled over and 
died.”’ 

Professor Fountanney said, ‘*Your friend Venus 
tiano told me the hissing was made in the stomach 
of the ereature, whatever it may be, but surely it 
must echo from the sounding board in the thorax?” 

Mr. Humpel said, ‘‘The Lady Fountanney is very 
ready in eard play, Yesterday night she won of me 
seven pesos. She is a dark mare.” 


By Daniel Smythe 


HE billow of the air deceives 


The new and shining plush of grass. 


It paints to duller green the leaves 
And streaks the waters as they pass 
The sky has pressed a smutty foot 
Upon the flanks of tree and hill 
Beyond our window it has put 


A deepening powder on the sill 
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The Mexican Churrigueresque 


By Trent Elwood Sanford 


ENERALIZATION, when it comes to Sparixh 
and Mexican architecture, is apt to be a rather 
precarious practice, but very roughly we might 
sum up architectural styles and centuries in 
Mexieo as follows: the sixteenth eentury, Gothie 
and even Romanesque—with Plateresque applications ; 
the seventeenth century, Herreran Classie overtaken 
by the Baroque and ultimately replaced by the Baro 
que (which extended into the eighteenth century) ; and, 
in anticipation, the glorious, wealthy, and lavish eigh 
teenth century (particular'y the latter half}, the U1- 
tra-Baroque or Mexican Churrigueresque. 

These are generalizations and are not to be con- 
sidered as without exceptions. The early fortress mon 
astery churches built under the cirection of the friars 
were essentially Gothic structures, while their appur- 
tenant buildings showed both earlier medieval mani 
festations and later Renaissance ones, and portals were 
usually Plateresque with much of Renaissance cecor- 
ation; palaces built at the same time by architects 
less steeped in the medieval tradition were more com- 
pletely early Renaissance; while the Cathedral of Mo- 
relia, begun during the first Classie Interlude and lap- 
ping well over into the Paroque period, was carried 
out in the pure Plateresque style. 

The Baroque, which overtook the Classie Interlu- 
de, lasted well inte the eighteenth century; and now, 


in the newest work, the Ultra-Baroque or Churrigueres- 
que, when churches were being built with feverish ae 
tivity and in keen competition one with another and 
completed a dozen every month, there were similar 
overlappings, and, although the exuberant spirit was 
the same in all, inetrpretations varied according to 
district, loeal tradition, and the personal taste of the 
architect, 

The Baroque had been imported from Spain, and 
the Spanish formulas were carried out, with only mi- 
nor variations due to the influence of Indian workmen ; 
but by the time of the lavish eighteenth century, Me 
xico had been weaned away a little more from the 
mother country; and when she adopted the Churri 
guecresuqe, though at first dutifully following the lead 
er, she began to depart from some of the formulas 
worked out in Spain and indulge in variations which 
brought about a Mexican Ultra-Baroque that not only 
outdid but outblasted the Churrigueresque of Spain. 

In the Baroque work, in spite of much greater 
freedom than had been permitted with the Graeco- 
Roman, there was still some convertion, particularly 
in the arrangement of the orders on a facade and in 
the distribution of seulpture. A church entrance is usu- 
ally flanked by one or a pair of statues on either 
side, placed in niches between columns or pilasters. 
The same arrangement is repeated above, where there 


in * 4 a 
Tempera. By luen O Germens 


4 MENIOAN 


are two or there stories; while the central feature 
high over the entrance is usually a statue of the saint to 
whom the church is dedicated, or eonsists of a low 
elief depicting leading events in the life of that saint 
In the earlier examples, except for the orders and the 
sculptures, the surface of the facade was left plain 
in later examples, thongh the same vrrangement was 
followed, the surfaces between columns and niehes 
and around the arch of the doorway were riehly 
carved 
In the Churrigueresque exteriors, although sym 
metry was still maintained, the arrangement is much 
leas conventional Not only ‘lid the column vive way 
to a series of highly decorated geometrical shapes 
piled one on top of another, but the Churrigneresqne 
columns’ are interrupted by medallions and even 
seulpture-filled niches; while the surface ornament in 
general shows a profusion of miner figrres, cherubs, 
ruits and flowers, and lost volutes, often in a lu 
suriant mass of foliage 


As in the previous styles. ornament was coneen 
trated on the facade and on the upper part of the tow 
ers, Which rose from plain bases. The decorated up 
per portions of the towers, sometimes in two or three 


stories, are as lavish as the facades, with twisted and 
decorated columns, or richly carved Churrigueresque 
orders, framing the arehes of each story 

The same exuberance was carried out in interiors; 
indeed it was in the intricately earved ‘retablos,”’ 
in sacristies, and in ‘‘eamarins’’ that the stwle reach 
ed its climax. The “‘retablos’” are usually of wood 
covered with a thin coat of plaster and heavily gild 
ed. The material permitted an even greater intricacy 
of carving than was possible on the stone of the ex 
terior; and the applieation of gold and of coloos re 
sulted in a lavishness of ornament that human imag 
nation would find hard to exceed 

Although the Churrigueresque is to be found more 
extensively on the interiors or churches than on the 
exteriors there are still many examples of facades in 
that style, Some of the most notable of these are to 
he found in Mexieo City; and most notable of all is 
the Sagrario Metropolitano, that richly adorned Indian 
princess standing adjacent to the great eathedral. 
Although attached to the cathedral, it was built as a 
distinet church; in addition to serving as a depository 
for consecrated objects related to the Episcopal See, 
it served also as an independent parochial seat 

The building was designed by Lorenze Rodrigues 
in 1749 and completed twenty years later, It is rather 
remarkable in that it has two facades of equal impor 
tanee, both elaborately and intricately decorated, one 
facing south, in line with the facade ot the cathedral, 
and another facing the east. Unfortunately, the latter 
was mutilated. upon independence of the country, by 
the effacement of the royal arms of Spain, With all 
the luxurianee of the ornament, the facades still main 
tain dignity, a quality due largely to the predominance 
of vertical lines and the strict concentration of the 
decorated portions, framed by plain. gilasters and 
placed against a wall surface that is absolutely plain 
The plain wall surfaces are stained a dark maroon, a 
contrast with the lighter color of the ornamented por 
tions which adds to the effeet of restraint in modiftvng 
the joyous exuberance of the decorated parts. The 
great number of statues and high reliefs that adorn 
these facades are conceived with great delicacy of seale, 
are most aracefully disposed in relation to the de 
eorative scheme, and are executed with an uncommon 
ly clear-cut definition of line 
Seeond only to the Sagrarie as an example of 
a fine Churrigueresaue exterior in Mexico City is the 
Church of La Santisima Trinidad (The Most Holy Tri- 
nity). to the east of the cathedral, imst a little hevons| 
the National Museum. Sinee it was begun in 1755 and 
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dedicated on January 17,1755, it is quite probable that 
it is the work of the same architect, Lorenzo Rodri 
‘The facade, though elabors’e and highly decor- 
ative, lacks the subtlety of design and delicacy of 
exeeution of the facades of the Sagrario. The inte- 
rier, unfortunately, has been stripped of all its ador 
metits 

Rodriguez was alse responsible for the beautiful 
chapel of the **Tercer Orden de Santo de 
dicated February 19, 1757, a fine example of Chur 
rigueresque, torn down when civie “‘improvements"’ 
demanded that a narrow street take its place 

The Chureh of San Franciseo, which oceupied the 
site of Montezuma’s Zoo, has already been mentioned 
as having been begun by the first of the Franciscan 
triars to arrive in Mexico. Of the group which be 
came famed as seven churches of San Franess 
co,’ though the shell of the main chureh os still stand 
ing, the only exterior evidence of the once great group 
are the dome of the ehureh and the double-domed cha 
pel of **Nuestra Sefora de balvanera.”’ The only en- 
trance is now through that coapel, which was dedica- 
tel on November, t4, U9. tt has one of the most 
charming Churrigueresque facades in the city. Built 
some forty years later than the Sagrario, it is one of 
the latest examples of Churrigueresque arehiteeture 
in the country, and is quite different from the Sagra 
Lacking the clear-cut definition of line 
of the earlier design, there is a greater flow or orna- 
ment, with volutes growing euriously out of the midst 
of it. Whereas in the Sagrario the sculptures are placed 
in niches between the columns, still following to a cer- 
tain extent the Baroque formula, a number of those 
on the Balvanera Chapel are ineorporated in niches 
on the columns. The large relief of the royal arms 
at the top was abliterated when such decorations were 
tabooed by the government in 1826, but the efface- 
ment of the other sculpture, which weakens materially 
the effeets of the otherwise striking facade, was due 
to the more recent ineonoelastie zeal of a Protestant 
bishop when the church ehanged hands. 

At Villa Madero, where Juan Diego was approach- 
edt by the Virgin, and where a shrine was built in her 
honor, there are several buildings connected with that 
greatest of Mexican miracles. The Collagiate Chureh, 
now houses the miraculous picture of the Virgin, has 
a rather unimposing exterior and an impressive inte- 
rior with great columns of gray stone with bronze ba- 
ses. It stands at the foot of the hill where the miracle 
vecurred; while on the hill where Diego gathered the 
roses is a small chapel. Of greater architectural inter- 
est than either of these, however, is the little **Capil- 
la del Poeito’’ (Chapel of the Well) near by, cover- 
ing the fountain of medicinal waters that gushed forth 
from beneath the Virgin's feet when she commanded 
Juan Diego to gather the flowers on the hill, Bottles 
of the brackish liquid are carried by the Indians to all 
parts of the country 


tio design 


The curious little chapel, built between 1779 and 
1791, is o charming example of lete eizhteenth-eenturv 
exuberance. It is the work of Franciseo Antonio Guer- 
rero y Torres, the architeet who designed both the 
Iturbide Palace and the house now occupied by the 
National Pank of Mexieo. In plan the building is comm- 
posed of two interesting circles, the outer and smaller 
of which covers the well, while the inner serves as a 
chapel, a place of great veneration to the Indian pil- 
grims visiting the shrine. Each part is covered with a 
dome of glazed tiles in a chevron design, blue and 
white alternately, with ribs of chrome yellow, Star- 
shaped windows interrupt the domes and also the plain 
wall surfaces below, which are a dark maroon. Stand- 
ing in the midst of a frowsy neighborhood where, as 
Terry would say, miracles are supposed to take the 

Continued on page 49 
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HE governmental system of Cheran on the sur 
face and in its organization is not obviously dif- 
ferent from that of any other Michoacan muni- 
cipio. In its functioning, however, it possesses 
many unconventional features. Even elections, osten 
tatiously condueted according to legal forms, may 
actually be conducted very differently beneath the 
surface. 

The major governmental agency is the ayunta- 
miento of five persons and five alternates or suplen- 
tes. These serve a term of 2 years and are alternated 
in offiee, two being elected one year and three the 
next. Elections are made by barrio. 

In addition to the ayuntamiento, there are a see- 
retary and a treasurer, both chosen by the ayunta- 
miento; a sindico, who is one of the members of the 
ayuntamiento; an elected judge and suplente and a 
secretary of the court. 

Certain other duties are performed by eomisiona- 
dos, that is, persons commissioned by the ayunta 
miento or by the mayor. These inelude the 4 barrio 
chiefs and the 45 block chiefs. Comisionades may also 
he named for special duties in connection with fiestas 
or publie works. 


In addition to the above officials, there are other 
groups with special duties. The representative of the 
people, representante del pueblo, and two assistants 
are named by the town. The representative is con- 
firmed in office by the Governor of the State and 
stays in office until disposed. His main duties are 
looking after the public Jands. Finally, there is the 
reserva. headed by the jefe de defensa. The reserva 
is a of armed men, 11 in number, authorized 
by the State military authorities, and. at the time 
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of the study. headed by the real political boss of the 
town. 

The nature of these offices will now be described 
in more detail. 

Ayuntamiento.Five propietarios and five su- 
plentes make up the group, serving 2 years. Those 
from odd-numbered barrios are elected one year, those 
from even-numbered barrios the next year. Cherands 
tico was classed as an odd-numbered barrio; what is 
done now is not clear. One of the members of the 
group serves as mayor, the other as sindico, The re 
maining members participate in poliey decisions and 
in the naming of certain officials, Otherwise they 
have few duties. The suplentes apparently sometimes 
participate in discussion, but they have no real fune 
tion except in case of death or absence of their pro- 
pietario. Members of the ayuntamiento reeeive no 
pay. Normally they meet once a week to diseuss mu- 
nicipal affairs 

Mayor or Presidente Municipal.In years the 
mld-numbered barrios elect, if the mayor is to come 
from barrio |. the sindieo comes from barrio I. Che 
ranastico, when classed as barrio V, apparently ne- 
ver filled office. Similarly, if the even-numbered bar- 
rios eleet, the mavor will be from barrio Il, the sindi- 
eo from barrio IV. The following 2-vear period the 
situation will be reversed Although the mayor ix 
only 1 year as mayor. The second year he is merely 
elected for 2 vears to the avuntamiento, he serves 
as an ordinary municipe or regidor, that is, an ordinary 
member of the ayuntamiento 


The mayer has the most t~rertant duties in the 


government. for unon his ability and initiative de- 
pends most of the success of an administration. It is 
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he who initiates most activities, the sindieo who eat 
ries them out, Not only does the mayor preside at 
town meetings or juntas and meetings of the ayunta 
miento, but he settles minor disputes and levies fines 
of legs than 1 peso, orders temporary imprisonment, 
supervises and orders most municipal expenditures, 
appoints most of the comisionados, and cees that pub 
lie works are initiated. The mayor alone of all the 
officials must be present daily in the municipio. It 
net present, he must have his suplente present. (In 
140, the mayor rarely was in the municipio, leaving 
administration to the suplente, If anything of eru 
cial Importance arose, however, the mavor would In 
called in 

As a minor judicial official, the mayor settles 
many small cases involving thefts, drunkenness, minor 
assault, rape, debt, or fraud. In some cases, brief jail 
sentences are imposed ; nm others, fines are assessed, 
all fines below a peso going into the pocket of the 
mayor as his only salary. The mayor also gives or 
ders about minor improvements, such as cleaning the 
plaza or painting the benches. In case expenditures 
are involved, he may advance money out of his pocket 
for supplies or labor, later getting a receipt which he 
presents to the treasurer for payment 

Sindieo.-The sindico supervises most public 
works and may initiate minor work. He is in charge 
of streets and the repair or reconstruction of bridges, 
and sees that many undertakings ordered by the ma 
yor are earried out. With the help of a veedor, he 
oversees community affairs, such as the adequacy o| 
the water supply and clandestine illegal activities 
Hle is in charge of the slaughterhouse; the collection 
of proper taxes and prevention of “black market” 
slaughtering are his responsibility. Tle supervises al! 
questions of inheritance and the properties connected 
therewith, seeing that the heirs receive their due share 
of properly. In eases of quarrels over inheritance, 
wounds inflieted with knives or pistels, and murders, 
the sindieo makes the initial investigations and = pre 
pares the papers for submission of the cases to the 
judge. The sindieo receives ne pay. 

Secretary.— The secretary is named by the mayor 
with the approval of the ayuntamiento without a fix 
ed term being set. Ilis duties are to make all classes 
of documents and to maintain the municipal archives 
These include the birth, death, and marriage records 
of the town, The secretary is paid $1.50 a day. Ile 
may augment this sum by preparing private docu- 
ments for a fee. The office is fairly new; in the child. 
hood of fairly young men there was no secretary 
The present incumbent is not a mative of the town, 

Veedor.—The veedor is named by the sindics 
with the approval of the mayor. He is supposed to see 
that the water supply is functioning properly and te 
report any illegal acts. Apparently he receives ne 
pay 

Treasurer. The 
funds from various sourees, including fines above 1 
peso, taxes, assessments, and funds from State and 
Federal sources. He is responsible for the colleetion 
of the small tax on vendors at the market. He pays 
all bills of the municipio and must keep detailed ac 
couts which are inspected by State officials. The 
office of treasurer is also new. His pay is 25 percent 
of the income, There is no term to his office 

Judge.—The judge and his suplente are usually 
elected every 2 years but if the office is satisfactorily 
filled, the election may not be held for 5 or 4 years. 
The judge hears all cases certified to him by the sin- 
dieo, He may order brief imprisonment or fines, which 
are paid to the treasurer, but all serious cases are re- 
ferred to the district court at Uruapan after a preli 


treasurer receives all the town 
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minary hearing. This is particularly true of murder 
cases or serious crimes. The judge reviews all cases 
of inheritance in which quarrels arise, and all land sa 
les must be authorized before the judge. In such cases 
he may discover falsified documents, and will levy fi- 
nes against the guilty party. Disputes over land owner- 
ship may come before him also and usually will be 
settled without reference to higher authorities. An ex- 
ample of the latter type of case occurred where a per- 
sen oteupied lands belonging to Aurelio Ceja S., which 
the latter had registered for 20 years. The intruder 
was sentenced to return the land, pay the owner 10 
percent of the value, and all costs of the litigation 


The judge receives no pay, but he is assisted by a 
secretary who is paid $1 a day by the municipio. The 
secretary may collect fees for preparing private docu- 
ments. More detail on judicial cases will be given la- 
ter 

Police.—Two (later three) men were employed as 
police in 1940-41. Their main duties were not actually 
police functions, however, but rather the running of er- 
rands and earrying messages for the mayor, sindico, 
and judge. Most real police functions are carried out 
by the sindieo, veedor, and the ronda. The police re- 
ceive 75 centavos daily; all are persons incapacitated 
in some way for heavy work. 

Comisionados. —There are many kinds and classes 
of comisionados, Perhaps most important are the four 
barrio chiefs, the jefes de cuartel, appointed by the 
mayor each year. These men, together with the pre- 
vious officials, are exempt from any other service dur- 
ing their year of office. The barrio chief commands 
the block chiefs and also the ronda. He transmits in- 
structions of the ayuntamiento to the block chiefs when 
hecessary. 

The block chiefs are also appointed by the mayor 
for | year, and they have no other duties. On instrue- 
tions from the barrio chief, the block chiefs notify the 
residents in their block if any communal labor is ne- 
cessary, such as repairs to the water system, road or 
bridge work, clearing of town boundaries, or work in 
connection with a fiesta, ete., and they see that each 
person does his duty. Special block chiefs may be na- 
med for unusual events such as the taking of the cen- 
sus. Such special block chiefs serve only for the time 
necessary to complete their special assignment. 


The ronda is a ‘‘voluntary’’ night wateh. The 
town is patre'led every night by a group of 8 to 12 
men under the orders of the barrio chief. The latter 
has the duty of notifying individuals when they are to 
serve. Each barrio provides the ronda for a week in 
turn, and each individual serves a week every time he 
is called. Theoretically, every adult male is expected to 
perform this service, but the men over 40 or 50 years 
and persons of some distinetion are seldom if ever ask- 
ed. One of the assistants in the project, member of the 
committee in charge of communal property and a schoo! 
teacher, had not been asked to serve for several years. 
Neither do the storekeepers serve: instead, they give a 
nackage of cigarettes or some 10 centavos to those who 
do serve There is no obligation, or anv regularity. 
about e@ift. The average man who is asked to serve 
probably is called on four or five times a year. 

Comisionados may also be named if funds are te 
he raised for some special municinal purnose. The 
purpose may be to send a elegation to Morelia ar 
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Mexico City to look after the interests of the town 
in some affair, or to purcnase material for some pub 
lic work for which funds are not available in the trea 
sury, such as the materials for the water tanks. This 
may happen twice in a year or may not occur at all 
The comisionados are charged with collecting the mo 
ney in their barrio or whatever area is designated 


There are many comisionades in connection with 
fiestas. For the fiesta of the patron saint in October, 
some 70) comisionades are named to raise funds for 
music, fireworks, and other expenses of the fiesta. A 
group is named by the mayor for each barrie, and it 
has the responsibility of raising money through taking 
up a volleetion (or members paying out of their own 
pockets), conducting negotiations with musicians or 
fireworks makers, and seeing that the work is complet. 
ed. In addition, four men are commissioned each to 
provide a moro daneer, The comisionado has to seek 
out a daneer, pay for his food and costume, and take 
eare of him during the fiesta. Finally, at least 40 
young men (10 or more from each barrio) are com 
inissioned to provide poles for building the bull ring 
The total for this fiesta is not less than 114 comisio 
nados. 

For the fiesta of Corpus, eight comisionados are 
named for each barrio for each occupation represented 
in the fiesta. Each major traditional oecupation is re- 
quired to hire a band, and the comisionades must raise 
the money by taking up a collection or by paying 
out of their own pockets. A separate set of comisio 
nados is named to take up another collestion to hire 
music for the celebration of the Octava. Voluntary 
service is also given by the bee hunters. The total eo- 
misionados for this fiesta probably reaches 250. Co- 
misionados for a fiesta often put in many days of la- 
hor. 

One final type of comisionado should be mention- 
ed—the men named to do communal labor. Probably 
every eligible man has to put in 2 or 5 days a year on 
such work. This may be for work assigned to a bar- 
rio, or it may be some community-wide program such 
as cutting poles for the erection of an eleetrie light 
system. 


At a rough estimate, probably each man eligible 
for commissions gives about 14 days or nights of ser- 
vice a year to the community, if it be taken into ae- 
eount that about half the adult males are exempt for 
reason of age or service such as office holding, school 
teaching, storekeeping, ete. Hlowever, the work is prob- 
ably very unevenly distributed, for there is no system- 
atic method of assignment. A person who raises many 
objections or who is not in proper economie condition 
may evade many commissions. For example, no right- 
minded mayor would comission poverty-stricken 
man to bring out a moro. Consequently, persons who 
are conscientious and doe not complain are apt to recei- 
ve many more commissions than others, 

Reserva.—The reserva consists of 11) men 
armed by the Government (State or Federal’) with 
modern weapons. Although all were agreed that 
the 11 were chosen bv the people, no one seemed 
te have any idea of the mechanism of choice. 
Even a town the size of Cherin does not need 
formal elective machinery at times in order to 
express popular will, as will be seen in the diseussion 
of eleetions. During the disturbed period in Michoacan 
during the installation of President Camacho, the re- 
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serve received instructions from the military district 
eommander to arrest all strangers and send them to 
Uruapan, So far as | could learn, nothing was done 

Representative of the people.—-The representative 
of the people or representante is named by the people 
at a town meeting along with two other persons, form 
ing an administrative committee. The representative 
is the presidente of the committee, another is a secre 
tary, and the third is an ordinary member or vocal 
The appointments are confirmed by the Governor and 
last until the people eleet new ones at another junta 
or town meeting. None of the members receives any 
pay but the work is not onerous. Usually signing a 
few papers is the major duty. The reward, according 
to one member of the committee, is in being selected 
as one of the best ‘‘elements’’ in the tewn 


The collection of funds for use of the forest is 
‘lone by the inevitable comisionado system, With the 
approval and, if necessary, the backing of the mayor 
and the ayuntamiento, the committee names the comi 
sionados whe collect 28 centavos from each house 
holder every 2 months for the right to eut firewood 
on publie lands. This money is used to pay the Fed 
eral taxes 

At present no one is supposed to eut wood for 
lumber, chareoal, posts, ete., without securing a per 
mit from the forestry service. (As indicated elsewhere, 
efforts were being made to concentrate all activity in 
the hands of a cooperative. The description here is of 
ecoaditions before organization of the cooperative.) To 
prevent unauthorized exploitation of the forests by 
Cheran residents, or poaching by persons from other 
towns, a forester is employed to patrol the woods. The 
source of pay of the forester is obscure, but he is en 
titled to make use of a certain amount of fallen tim- 
ber on his own account and if he encounters poachers 
from other towns (such as Zacapu, Carapan, and Pu- 
répero), he may either confiscate their produets and 
sell them or charge the poachers 20 or 25 centavos for 
each burro load. The proceeds are kept by the fores- 
ter. 

The institution of the representante is reasonably 
old; at least it has been in existence as long as men 
now living. While the representative apparently has 
no official responsibility, if things go wrong he is blam- 
ed. In 1939, a forest fire damaged a considerable area 
and the forestry engineers called the representative 
down severely for not having been more efficient in 
fighting the fire. This attitude was hardly justified 
in view of the strong Tarasean tradition of burning 
the pastures in the winter. 


Illegal exploitation of the forests is also blamed 
on the representative. Two major cases occurred dur- 
ing the period field work was under way, one invol- 
ving illegal eutting of railroad ties, the other, illegal 
vale of lumber. Responsibility for failure to prevent 
both infractions was laid to the laxness of the repre 
ventante. In connection with one of these cases, a town 
junta was called to discuss what should be done, but 
no decision was reached and the matter was finally 
dropped 

It was evidently felt that the representante would 
he involved in boundary disputes if they affeeted pub- 
lie lands. The two disputes existing in 1940, however, 
apparently affected only lands in private ownership 
The dispute with Arantepacua was in process of settle 
Continued on page 46 
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CUERNAVACA LANDSCAPE. Water Color. 


ara Thorward 


T CANNOT be doubted that water color is the most 
diffieunlt of all art mediums, not only on teel nical 
grounds, but also beeause it is the most commonly 
used and the more frequently abused of all the 
mediums. Many painters, of course, cope with its tech 
nieal diffieulties, and many turn out satisfactory, 
workmanlike pietures. Dut by and large very few 
achieve in this medium veritable distinetion, Ani this 
is obviously due te the fact that veritable distinetion 
in water color, as indeed in all art, must originate in 
a veritable distinetion of feeling and thought, in an 
authentic creative personality 
The vistas of Mexico mirrored in the water colors 
of Clara Thorward——as readily reeognizable as they 
are te these of us whe have eften traveled along na 
tive byways— bear a singular quality of freshness, the 
quality of pristine approach to quotidian sights. 
which imbues them with a depth and signifieance that 
surpass their objective content 
These are luminous water colors. But their luni 
nosity is not only that of their outer aspects. [1 issues 
from their inner substance, The jewel-like brightness 
of the colors is enriched by the inner luminosity of the 
artist's vision, by the artist’s mood artieulated in 
sonorous terms, So while we have here a vista of Me 
xico, it is, more precisely, the vista of fresh individual 
impact, of fleeting yet keenly penetrating glimpses 
of a reality which transform it into a realm of imagery 
and song 


By Guillermo Rivas 


We have here, for instance, the depiction of gnarl- 
ed ahuehuete trees in the tiny park facing the Cuauh- 
temoe statue on the Paseo de la Reforma. We know 
this little park and the trees and the statue, vet a 
strange air of remoteness casts a charm over the fa- 
miliar seene, for tie sk vserapers obseure the horizon 
and no automobiles clutter up the Paseo, The reality 
defined in this picture is that of a mood. The lacking 
details are merely an omission of triteness. The trees 
are the story, and it is told with beauty and power, 
and their setting is important only to the exter t that 
it serves as relief, that it projeets more clearly. this 
beauty and power 


We find the same underlying element brought 
out in all her paintings, though it is probably more 
readily discernible in such freely composed themes as 
*Washwomen at Cuernavaea.’’ Here again, within 
the seope of genre realism, faithful even in its minu- 
tiae, we find the clearly uttered projection of a subtle 
and fleeting mood. the voicing of a deeply felt impres- 
sion of reality, which makes the depicted reality that 
much more palpably real, 

Perhaps this is only another way of saying that 
in her revealing panorama of Mexico Clara Therward 
has achieved the eminent goal of a self-revelation, that 
her own self-portrait is implicit in her glowing pie- 
tures of Mexieo—the self-poctrait of an artist whose 
life and art are one and the same thing. 


By Clare Thorward. 
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NASHWOMEN IN TAXC 
CATHEDRAL AT SALTILLO. Water Color 
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AHUEHUETE TREE. Wate: Colcr. By Clara Thorward. 


WASHWOMEN IN CUERNAVACA. Water Color. 


LANE IN CUERNAVACA. Water Color. By Clara Thorward. 


By Clara Thorward. 
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Un Poco de Todo 


PLACE IN THE SUN 


“The vernal equinex is located on the eciestial 
equator in the comparatively starless region just 
south of the Square of Pegasus.’’ So the text reads 
The earth one day last month reached a peint in its 
orbit where the sun, a very important star, was seen 
in this comparatively starless region, and it was thas 
definitely established that spring had arrived. In 
the early days of the northern spring the refugee from 
winter's chills looks about for a place in the sun, On 
a typical early spring day there is a bright sun, a 
blue sky and a cold wind. Having found a place in 
the sun and sheltered from the wind, the refugee is 
soon reminded how superior sun heat is to steam heat 
The pleasant process of thawing out can be continued 
for several weeks while the sun grows warmer and 
the winds gradually lose their bite. 

Our sun they say, is an average star. There are 
many suns far larger and hotter, and many dull red 
and dying. The earth, they add, is an average planet 
There are planets smaller. The present arrangement 
seems to have been designed for the benefit of the 
average mun. Perhaps that is why the sun, the sky 
and the earth seem so much in harmony when the 
sun is halfway on its annual journey at the spring 
equinox. The eosmie system for a few days is in bal 
ance, which in some mysterious way communicates 
itself to one who has found a good place in the sun 

Just after the sun sank exactly in the west that 
day last month the elusive littie planet Mereury, red 
and angry, appeared low on the western horizon, One 
would not eare for a place in the sun on this neigh 
boring planet. On the side of Mercury which always 
faces the sun it is hot enough, they say, to melt lead 
On the other side, the temperature is near absolute 
zero. Above Mereury was the birlliant giant planet 
Jupiter. One wouldn't care for a place in the sun 
there either. The temperature is around minus 1) 
degrees centigrade, and the dark bands seen through 
a telescope are supposed to be “‘elouds of solid erys 
tals or liquid drops of ammonia and other compounds 
floating in a cold atmosphere of methane gas.’ Not 
an attractive climate! 

Interplanetary emigrants, dissatisfied with con 
ditions on the earth. would do better to head for 
Mars. There is a little atmosphere on Mars, though 
much rarer than the air, and a small amount of wa 
ter. The temperature ranges from minus 100 degrees 
centigrade up to the freezing point of water. It drops 
precipitously at night and rises swiftly with the sun's 
ravs. Snoweaps at the poles, waterways and veget 
ation suggest possibilities for skiing, motorboating 
and gardening. But even on Mars there would be ro 
verv good place to sit in the sun. One would be about 
MEO OOO miles farther away from the sun. and at 
that distance it is caleulated that the intensity of the 
sun's radiation is only four-ninths of what it is here 
That would not be good enough in the early days of 
spring, wher one needs nine-ninths of all the sun's 
radiation one ean find in a good place in the sun. 

For a few davs around the spring equinox all 
peoples of the earth have an eoual place in the sun 
Moseow and Timbuktu. New York and New Delhi 
Alaska and Patagonia have equal shares of day and 
night. But the warmth to be got from the sun, from 
poles te equator. varies so much that people move 
about te get a better place in the sun. And when 
a strong nation sets ont to aequire a better place in 
the sun it may seriously upset the balanee of all the 
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others. We have seen if happen reeent'y in the case 
of Germany, reaching out first on the line Berlm 
Baghdad and later for the southern Ukraine. A bet- 
ter place in the sun (or Russia was an obsession of 
the Czars, which has been inherited by their sueces- 
sors in the Kremlin. Constantinople in the old days, 
Turkey and the Straits now, the warm-water ports 
of Manchuria and Korea draw the Russians as the 
sun draws the tides. This has been and is very dis 
turbing tut on a clear day in early spring, when 
the sun is bright and the sky is blue, viewed from a 
sheltered nook in the sun, the Russians seem least 
able to disturb the orderly course of the planets. 


A NEW PACIFIC ISLAND 


Off the tip of Luzon in the Vhilippines a subma 
rine voleano has thrust a crater 250 feet above water. 
And so geographers will have to mark a new little 
island on their maps. A mountain with a summit 
rising 9.200 feet from the sea tloor is still spouting 
smoke and ashes. It is not the first oecurrence in the 
region. A voleano pushed itself up above the sea in 
this region nearly a century age, but the head was 
soon washed away. Will this new apparition go the 
same way? 

When it is considered that water covers nearly 
three-quarters of the world there is reason to believe 
that more voleanie eruptions occur under the sea than 
on land. But most of these eruptions do net form 
little islands, Where eruptions oceur the sea is usual 
ly very deep, so that few submarine voleanves raise 
their craters above the surface. There are earthquake 
shocks and nothing more. For this reason there are 
mot many records of islands suddenly formed. The 
earliest we have goes back to Seneea, who describes 
the formation of the island Heira in the Bay of Sa- 
natoria 

Voleanic islands are the bane of navigators, There 
is the island known both as Graham Giulia and 
Fernandes. It sank slowly into the waves, leaving 
only a dangerous reef when a survey was made in 
ISS. Put the most spectacular of the islands that 
come and go is Bogoslov in the Aleutians As early 
as 1786 navigators reported that a new island which 
they ealled Shiprock had appeared in the Aleutians 
with much explosion and oeeanie disturbances, One 
reef after another has bobbed ap there. The entire 
formation now oes by the name Bogoslov that the 
Russians gave it. In fact there is an Old Bogosloy 
and a New Bowosloy 

Some comfort is to be extracted from all this 
The carth is not «os dead as a doornail. It is not vet 
tinished in a sculptural sense. Beeause it is not fini 


shed we are alive and here 


ANCIENT SEEDS SPROUT 


Dr. Willard F. Libby of the University of Chiea- 
zo reports in “‘Science’’ that Manchurian lotus seeds 
1,000 years old were viable enough to sprout. The 
report is of some importance hecause it helps to resol 
ve doubts that Inologists have expressed over and 
ever again in the last fifty years. Pefore Dr, Libby 
came along, English scientists had decided that there 
was no life in seedy thas were more than 150 years 


Continued on page 57 
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iterary Appraisals 


THE REBELLION OF THE HANGED By 8. Ireven 
qm trom the Spanish 377 pp. New York Alfred 


HE Mexican Revolution began in 1910 and end 

ed in about To most Amerteans Mexico's 

travail manifested itself only as a series of dis 

connected violeneces Spontaneous pistel cdnebs 
between legislators in legislative chambers raids 
across the border; private armies laying siege and be- 
sieved, the expropriation of toreign property one 
party government; the extling of politieal opponents 

laymen ean net be blamed for wondering if the 

country were not ene vast anarchy In the course 
ol any jor revolution, ane anarely 
for a time ends in themselves 

\ pattern underlay most of the Mexican 
ce, just as there were ancient and paintully adequate 
reasons for most of it. And if the United States in 
general did not understand, te its credit a dozen or 
so oof its ettizens have dene mueh the host coutplete 
work of studying and appraising and relating, Inet 
dent to ineident, this apparent anarchy, Carleton Beals 
Mrank Tannenbaum, Bertram DO Waelfe, Ernest Gruen 
ing. Herbert Bolten, Herbert Cerwin (new counselor 
to our embassy in Brazil) and Katherine Anne Porter 
in the most understanding stories written about the 
Mexiean people, are among those whe brought compas 
sion ane honesty te the effort to understand this In 
dian nation 

lhere are many thousands of details in a revelu 
tion like the Mexiean, and it is the business of the 
novelist to coneern bimself with Just such details 
The unknown and toysterions Bo Traven has now done 
just that 

There is a south in Mesxieo that is south and east 
1 that lovely State of Morelos in which Zapata rode 
ind «lied. Amd it is not Tndeed. it comprises 
one of the most dreadful terrains on earth with flood 
lorests seal py ble hordes of para 
sites and other inseets, predatery animals and, for a 
long time, predatory men. These were the owners 
of the mahogany forests and their overseers, under 
whom worked, trapped inte slavery through debt, 
gongs of bodians of the region, Chamulos, Zapotecans, 
Tehuanas 

Those Indians whe did) net were required to 
cut bw hand from two te four tons of mahogany a 
dav. When they failed to meet their quota or attempt 
ed escape they were tortured, nstiliv by heing sus 
pended irom treas ropes tet several hours ata 
time. There were refinements of this and, fer par 
ticularly tough eases, various kinds of mutilation were 
exerved. The one thing the owners and the over 
seers would not do was to kill an Indian-—exeept in 
self-defense for that way a workman would be lost 

Traven’s novel opens with the storv of a Cha 
mula whe through his wife's death of appendicitis 
and the eallousness of the doetor, was trapped inte 
debt and sent to a mahogany camp in what seems to 
he the State of Chiapas. Hlere Traven is at his best 
with each simple. declarative sentence as heavy and 
sharp as a sword. It is when the Indian, his twe 
veung sons and his sister reach the eamp and become 
‘iphers in the general sum of misery and brutality 
hat Traven gradually loses held on the stery 


. . 


Others arrive in the same group as Candido and 
his family, obvious!y planted there by what) amor 


April, 1992 


phous revolutionary organization existed. One is an 
ex-school teacher, one a sergeant deserted from the 
army. Through the harrowing tale of the slavery, the 
flights, the killings by both sides, the school teacher 
quietly preaches revolt to the Indians until the final 
incident oceurs, after which it is no longer possible 
for them to emdure more. Candide’s 6-year-old son 
has his ears cut off because his father attempted to 
pe 


The Indians rise and kill the owners and the over 


seers. Under the sergeant they organize a ragged 


army. Equipped with the exnp stores, they begin a 
march on the nearest settlements. hoping to spread 
the revolution, te obtain more arms in fights with 
the Rurales and the Army, to capture towns and ran 
ches 

raven leaves them after one such episode, mired 
in the ineredible mud = still hopeful, sustained by a 
Kind of dilute revolutionary megalomania, and with 
one of their leaders having tripped and fallen, per 
haps symbolically, on his race in the med. The year 
is 10 and in the north the dietator Porfirio Diaz has 
just been overthrown in the thirty-fifth vear of his 
reign, Suddenly we remember that the voung Diaz 
had been a revolutionary general under DBenite Jua 
rez 

Hlere is the making of a minor Anabasis. From 
what I'd heard of Traven’s earlier books (among 
them ‘The Treasure of Sierra Madre’’) | would have 
thought him the man to write it. But somehew his 
people turn te lay figures onee Candide and his fa 
inily beeome lost in the mass. Only Traven’s rare 
power saves the book from becoming another of the 
dreary proletarian novels of the Twenties and Thir 
ties. But what TP almost forget to say is that, if any- 
one is still wondering what all the shooting in Me- 
xieco has been about during his lifetime. this book 
wives a few of the details 


MYSTIFIER 


Who is B. Traven’ An author. What did 
he write? Death Ship.” Treas 
ure of Sierra Madre.’ a number of other 
novels, and now °* The Rebellion of the Hang 
ed’ And that’s all that anvone knows for 
certain. tle is a mystery, Se far, ne Sher- 
lock Holmes or Sam Spade ikas cracked it 
for sure, Since 1954, when the mystery be- 
gan, LD. Traven has been identified as a we- 
man, a composite, a German, a leper, a eri 
minal, a Stalinist spy. a Mexican, an embit 
tered Negro. aml even Atrebrose Bierce 
(which would make him just 100 vears old). 
lest guess: He is Ha’ Groves, a little vray 
man, Whe assisted John in Mexico 
while filming ‘Treasure.’ Groves, has 
heen asserted, Berick Torsvan, known as 
“EL gringo,’ proprietor of a refreshment 
stand al Pie de la Cuesta, outside the resort 
town of Aeapuleo. This Torsvan, it is fur- 
ther asserted, is Bt. Traven. Torsvan (Tra 
ven’) has a large librarv of English and 
Spanish books and, according to his wife, 
is a ‘*strange man who talks to no one.”’ 
Is Torsvan really Traven? All claims 
by all hands 
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; Joseph Wood. Krutch. With 
decoration by Rudolto ple 270 pp. New York: Wi- 
Hiam Sloene Associates. 


S OMETHING over a century age, when the Ame 
riean West was known ouly to Amerean Indians, 
and a few heroie American trail-blazers, and a hand 
ful of European gentlemen explorers whe used it as 
a vast park of curiosities where they might hunt 
‘trange creatures and stranger landseapes, the whol 
region was marked or maps as ‘The Great America 
Desert.”’ As diseovery advaneed, the West was seen 
to contain grand reaches of fertile prairie, greon val 
leys of great length, and immense mountains that vield 
ed timber and minerals in profusion. But true desert 
land was also there, and is sitll te be found in the 
American Southwest and in northern Mexico 

Desert lies south and west of the prairies, and in 
between the mountain and river systems. Motorists are 
able to conquer it and relieve its deeeptive monotony 
with their speed. What they miss in their swift pas 
sages is set forth with generosity by Joseph Woo 
Krutch in his delightful hook. *‘In nature.’” he says 
‘one never really sees a thing for the first time unti! 
one has seen it for the fiftieth.”’ 

A dezen years age Mr. Krutch became desert 
stricken in his first view of New Mexico. He wen: 
back four more times for brief spells, and finally 
upon being granted a sabbatieal leave by Columbi: 
Universitv—-where he is Professor of Dramatic Lat- 
erature—he returned to spend it in Arizona, a mile 
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from a mountain and surrounded by desert. Ile stay 
ed a year, and communed with three dimensions ot 
desert life—the intimate, that showed him inseets, 
birds, animals and plants: the vast that showed him 
sky, «distance, climate and season; and the illimitable, 
that allowed him his own speculations. In prose thet 
holds something of the clear, dry light of the land 
he loves, he shares with us his discoveries and his 
associations, They are richly worth sharing 

The pleasures of ignoranee—at least when ae 
companied by curiosity—rival these of knowledge 
writes Mr. Krutch, “and | get a certain p'easure in 
this new country by assueing that it is aetually un 
explored so that what | find has never been foun 
before.” Through such fresh vision even the familias 
looks os new as the unfamiliar, and beth take on a 
sort of prismatic glow, as though rimmed with a be 
witching significance. So, Mr. Kruteh gives us the 
desert’s nature as he saw and recorded it day by day 
Desert creatures and desert growths (several of them 
excellently drawn in black and white by Rudoli 
Frennd for this Look) come under Mr. Kruteh's sen 
sitive scrutiny 

Though occasionally sustained by the innoecen: 
pedantries of the amateur naturalist, Mr. Kruteh's ob 
servations are not systematic and were never inten 
ded to be. They are highly personal, and, thanks te 
the breadth of mind and warmth of spirit that he 
brought with him to the desert, all the better fo. 
that. In a sense, Thoreau is his master, and in con 
sequence, a physical fact of nature, intimately an 
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devotedly seen, is to him interesting, net only ior its 


ke, but too for the lift it ive the mined 


For his experiences in the desert lead Mr. Kruteh 
inte mediation upon some of the central issues of mo 
dern life. Seeing the inhuman desert from a mount 
aintop, he refleets that * * only from such distan- 
ee can man be seen either perspective or in his 
real context. and it is the absenee of that contest 
which invaiidates all the selutions to human prob 
lems formulated as today all such solutions are 
in no eontext exeept that of man’s own making 
Without this perspective and this context, philosophy 
and religion deteriorate into sociology ; and seciolo- 
uy is merely a modern substitute for wisdom What 
it lacks is not merely the context of nature, inclispen 
suble as that is. It lacks the context of human natu 
re itself, for which it tries foolishly to substitute some 
mere observations of human behavier 
sociologist leaves himself out (he ealls this ‘objectt 
vity’ and therefore he leaves out the only thing 
which would give him a clue to the rest ** *.”" 

Again, saving a bat from drowning in a friends 
swimming pool (Mr. Kruteh’s desert is not without 
its introduced amenities), he muses about the place 
of the individual in the species, Llow does it happen 
he wonders, “**** that love for humanity seems se 
often incompatible with love for individual men anil 
women? It seems almost as thongh most people have 
art he adds, 


to choose one or the other 


‘ Cana al Aire PIZA a 1902 was nature which loved the race, and it was man whe 
added to that a love for the individual as sueh * * 


Gel dil SA 


MANOLO|W™ 


Q HAND-PAIN 
RESTAURANT BAR Bae 
HAND-BLOCKED 


The Rendezvous for Tourists : FABRICS 
and the Capital's Smart Set. Garanteed fast colors 


Pp g Wholesale and Retail. 


of the Famous Chef PRIMITIVO 


LOPEZ No. 1 Ready to Wear Dresses, Skirts, Blouses, 
Just off Avenida Juarez Scarves, Shirts, Beach-Wear. 
Tels.: 13-32-72 - 35-98-63 ~ Established since 1940 


Watch us make our own 
SILVER and GOLD 


BUY DIRECTLY 
FROM THE Fes): 

FACTORY AT Government Stamp (0.925) 
FACTORY PRICES § a a Wholesale and Retail. 


FL A.M. A. 
PRADO BAGZ 


JUAREZ 66 REVILLAGIGEDO 2 Across from Hotel de! Prado. 


4 
3 
/ 
ERLING SILVER 
FACTORY 


April, 1952 MEXICAN LIFE 35 


nature, with its ‘‘passion for mere numbers."' And 
then Mr. Krutch resolves his thought, that arose from 
the desert, by striking in original terms into the heari 
of one of the bitterest modern dangers to human re 
lations 


‘Ome thing is certain. However many of us there 
may be or come to be, no man and no group should 
ever have too much power over too many of us. It 
makes such men or such groups feel too much as 
though they were nature herself. So careful of the 
type they are—or claim to be; so careless of the sin- 
gle life they so indubitably beeome.”’ 

Indeed, respect for life has other delicate obliga 


tions 


birds seemed determined to elude ne. 
They were always flying away or hiding behind lea- 
ves when IT wanted to see what they looked like. Old 
fashioned bird lovers, like Audubon, used to blaze 
away with a gun when this situation arose, and some 
still do. But | have a sentimental disinelination to 
shoot a passer-by just to find out who he is. In faet, 


once he was dead | don’t think IT should very mueh 
err 


care 


Temptation is strong to quote Mr. Krutch at 
greater length. One more sampling must suffice 
Awed by the grand monolithic style of Southwestern 
erosion, he says: 

“*** nerhaps what the landscape insisted upon 
was something which is only a little less obvious else- 
where. Perhaps it was only the platitude that man 
is small and life is precarious. 

‘But why should I say ‘only’ a platitude? Art 
knows no triumph greater than that which consists 
in making a platitude valid again. Why should it be 
assumed that nature herself can accomplish more’”’ 


Curtis 


“Just going out to pump a letter, my dear!” 


a, 
A pumpin Newman Street " ile 
looked so like a pillar-box " 
that the Marylebone 
Vestry ordered its removal 
to avoid further con- 
fusion to the public. 
That was in 1870, when 
Curtis Gin had already 
been distilled in London 


Those who KNOW eee 
know Curtis Gin 


GIN AT ITS OLO-Time Lrsitled and bottled in London since 1769 The Curtis Distillery Co. Lad., London, 
EXPORT CONCESSIONAIRES: CROSSE BLACKWELL LTD., 20 SOMO SQUARE, LONDON, wit 


eaidiee Agents in Mexico: CIA. MERCANTIL CAMPBELL, S. A. 
Imported by LA PUERTA DEL SOL, S. A. 


Reg. SSA. 104A". 


is the only 
| Shop in Mexicu 
| City, making Silver 
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RESTAURANT and GRILL 


FAMED FOR ITS 
FINE CUISINE 
AND 
EXCELLENT SERVICE 


MADERO No. 5 MEXICO, D. F. 
OPEN FROM 8 AM. TO 1 AM 


Far your Holiday in 
HOTEL DE LAS AMERICAS 


Acapulco 


Wonderful Food and Service. 
World's Finest Fishing. 
Olympic Salt Water Swimming Pool. 


“LA BOCANA” 


is the most romantic spot in Acapulco... 
Dance on and underneath the stars... 


For information or 
Reservations see 
your local Travel 
Agent or LOBBY 
HOTEL DEL 
PRADO 


Tel. 10-01-04 
Mexico, D. F. 
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With Mr. Krutch we make a journey into twe 
places. (me is the desert itself. The other is his ei- 
vilized and charming mind. Together they make a 
eountry where many readers will be very content. 


THE FACE OF THE EARTH. With Some Hints for These 
About to Travel By H M. Tomlinson. 246 pp India- 
napolis: The Bobb.-Merrll Company. 


IIE papers preserved here are, as the author says, 
T “of many years.”’ North Devon Estuary’’ is 
ciated 1912, a long time ago by any modern’'s calendar 
Tomlinson lay in a rowboat tied to a wharf, Looking 
down, he observed that “‘the water was talking to 
itself under the boat.”’ Hle was quite light-hearted 
then as he looked across at the town of Burra—there 
was not even one world war to think about. By 1925, 
when “‘Some Hints for Those About to Travel” was 
written, this was no longer the ease. In 1923, however, 
a person might travel to get away from various me 
moeries. 

The longest seetion in the book is ‘'A Spanish 
Journey,’ dated 1953. The date now has its fateful 
meaning, for this was just after the fall of the mon 
archy and not very long before the rise of Franco, It 
was a happy interlude for Tomlinson and three friends. 
He thinks of the Armada. of Columbus, of Don Qui- 
xote, of Goya and El Greco; he visits Toledo and tra- 
verses La Mancha; he wonders at the cathedral of 


Continued on page 48 


Galeria RUBENS, $.JA- 
Has the honor to invite you to 
the Exposition and Sale of Fine 
Europeon and Mexican 
PAINTINGS. 


Av. Francisco I. Madere No. 17 
Patio of the Palacio. 


CASA ROYAL 
FINE LUGGAGE and LEATHER GOODS 
BAGS, PURSES, BILLFOLDS 


THE SMOKERS’ HEADQUARTERS 
PIPES, CIGARS and CIGARETTES 
of all best brands 


Ave. Madero N* 23 - México, D. F. 


FINE JEWELRY. WATCHES 
OMEGA. TISSOT. LONGINES 
HAND-HAMMERED SILVERWARE 
LOWEST PRICES IN THE CITY 
E. G. ACOSTA & HJO 


Av. Foo. lL. Madero No. 43. Mexico. D. F. 
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Current Attractions 


OPERA 


HE TENTIL annual season of the Opera Nacional 

company will open on the twenty-seventh of 

May, and extending through the months of June 

and July will consist of ten plays, each to be 
performed twice. The season will be presented at the 
Valacio de Bellas Artes. 

In completing a decade of splendid achievement 
this company holds a record for duration in our oper 
atic history. Beginning ten years ago, at a time when 
opera was almost a forgotten art in our midst, the 
Opera Nacional, sponsored by a smail group of en- 
thusiastie and generous patrons, steadily gained a 
wide and loyal following by improving year after 
year its offerings, managing, despite its limited re 
sources, to contract singers of foremost rank, to as- 
semble adequate supporting casts, and to provide or- 
chestras, scenery and costumes of commensurate ex 
cellence. 

In preparing the forthcoming season, the Opera 
Nacional is striving to excel its admirable reeord, 
without, however, departing from the poliey it has 
followed with such marked suecess curing the fore 
gone nine years. The repertoire, consisting almost 
entirely of classical favorites, will include only two 
new works—‘The Puritans’’ by Bellini and ** Atzim 
ba’’ by Rieardo Castro. 

While ‘‘Atzimba’’ has been performed here on 
former occasions, its revival by the Opera Nacional 
company promises to do it full justice. Written by 
a Mexican composer and inspired by a Mexican theme, 
‘*Atzimba”’ is a work of considerable originality and 
ample artistic merit. It will be performed by a select 
east of singers headed by the excellent Mexican so- 
prano Rosita Rimoch and the Italian tenor Mario del 
Monaco. 

The superb soprano Maria Meneghini Callas, who 
is so greatly admired by our publie, will be heard 
again during the forthcoming season, as well as the 
tenor Guiseppe di Stefano. As in former seasons, the 
east will also inelude the most select of native oper- 
atic talent. 
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By Vane C. Dalton 


BALLET 


(in this oceasion--its fifth anwual season—the 
Mexican Dance Academy of the Nationa! Institute of 
Fine Arts is being compelled to present its programs 
without the participation of José Limdén, as leading 
daneer, direetor and choreographer, who is unable to 
return to Mexico beeause of engagements in the United 
States 


The absence of this great dancer, obviously im 
posing a severe test on the Mexican Dance Academy, 
prompted the following deelaration in its programs 
“The fifth season, performed entirely by the Acade 
mys talents, will serve to demonstrate to what extent 
the influence of guest directors has been beneficial 
and the degree of progress that has been achieved 
with their aid by our dancers. It will signify another 
step toward the consolidation of the Mexiean dat 
ce 


Viewing the situation from an optimistic angle, 
the above assertion might turn out to be timely and 
apt providing, of course, the season is successful. For 
it can be hardly denied that the conspicuous success 
of this Aeademy during the foregone seasons has been 
due to the leading participation of the great artist 
José Limon. What, moreover, further adds to the 
hazard of the approaching season is the fact that its 
program, consisting of thirteen works, includes eleven 


Try an Exquisite Ponche de Grenada 
and the tasty Mexican Savouries in | 
the pleasant surroundings of 


Restaurant LAS CANASTAS 


where you ‘Il be personally 

attended by the proprietor 

Sr. ENRIQUE RIVERA 
Liverpoo! 185 Mexico, D. F. Tel. 36-60-79 


The Best on 
the Market! 


Fresh from the sea to your table! 
BUY THEM AT ANY ONE OF THESE MODERN OYSTER SHOPS 
““VYILLA DEL MAR? front of the Telegraph Offices, 
“PLAYA AZUL//—Lope: No. 39 
“LAS PALMAS’/-—ticie 40 - in front of Selubrided 
“NAUTLA/?--1st. Callején of 5 de Mayo—in front of Edificio Roxy 
“"‘MAZATLAN’ 4—Donceles No. 27 
“LA PLAYA/’—Soto No. 12 
“VERACRUZ ’*—Boliver No. 135-2 
‘“‘“BAHIA DE GUAYMAS**—Av. Chapultepec 249 
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GARCO BATTERIES ARE BETTER 


Last Longer Under The Most Adverse Circumstances. Specially 
Built Por the Topographical And Climatological Conditions 
of the Country 


We use Exclusively “HYDROSET” Lead Oxides, Genuine 
Hard Rubber Containers, Glass Separator Mats, and Micro- 
porous Rubber Separators 
It is not Possible to Buy Better Batteries 
at Any Price. Our Prices are Reasonable 
The GARCO Battery Line is the Most Complete. All T 
for All Uses—trom the Small Motecycle Battery to | i 
ter Automobiles, Busses and Trucks of all makes. incl the 


Powerful Diesel and Marine Types for Heavy Trucks. Sia 
Plants. Aeroplane Starting. Boats. etc. 


Manufacturers and Distributors 


PRODUCTOS GARCO 


Obrero Mundia! 595, Col. Alamos, Mexico, D. F. 


RESTAURANT and 


SODA FOUNTAIN 


Tiber 57 
3 biks. North of Statue 
of Independencia 
Branches at 
Hamburgo 45. 
Tlalnepantla. 
State of Mexico 


AMERICAN MAGAZINES 
SANBORNS CAKES 


You will hind the Most Beautiful 7 
HAND-PAINTED FABRICS 
and 


LACE BLOUSES and SKIRTS 
at 


CASA ALDAVE 


Jose Maria Izazaga 8 Hotel Virreyes Bldg. 


EXOTIC 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MADERO 29 
JEWELRY 
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premieres e\cepting El and * 
Suefio y la Presencia,’’ the season's program is made 
up entirely of first presentations Obviously, it would 
be hard to tind a ballet corps anywhere in the world 
that would venture such exeessive number of premie 
res 

This naturally makes us wonder as to vw hether 
this impressive parade of new works results from 
the superabundant inspiration of our students-choreo 
yraphers«lancers, of whether the directors of this 
\eademy regard the hitherto performed works as 
unworthy of repetition, On the other hand, however, 
it may be possible that many of the old works had 
to be dispensed with perforce because they eould not 
be adequately performed without Linon 

It is equally noteworthy that net only eur bud 
ding choreographers but our native composers as well 
have found an abundant outlet for their inspiration 
in this season of the Mexican Dance Academy. To 
be sure. with the exception of Ravel's Valse.” 
the season's program is made up of works by the 
following loeal composers: Silvestre Revueltas, Pablo 
Moneayo, Carlos Jimenez Mabarak, Eduardo llernan 
dez Moneada, Ignacio Longares, Carlos Chavez, Mi 
vue! Bernal Jimenez and Plas Galin.le. Most of these 
works have been written expressly for the Mexiewn 
Neademy ballet, and some are musieal as well as che 
reographie premieres 

The ballets will be performed to the music of the 
National Svmphony Orchestra, directed by the quest 
econduetor Tlernandez Moneada 


SYMPHONY 


The recent conclusion of the two eventful and 


simultaneous seasous of symphony concerts by the 
National Sviaphony Orchestra and the Philharmonic 
Orchestra of the City of Mexico will not leave eur 
musieally devoted public in want for very long, for 
it will be soon filled by the University Symphony Or- 
chestra, whieh will present a season of nine consecu- 
tive concerts at the Palacio de Bellas Artes, each Sun- 


day morning, beginning with May 25th 


In MEXICO CITY... HOTEL | 
2 
ITs VIRREYES 
300 beautifully appointed rooms. 
Silver purified water throughout. 
Telephone and radio in every room. 
Spacious Colonial Lobby. 
Roof Garden. 
American Cuisine 
Personal Service. 
and IT COSTS LESS' 
ISAAC ROMANO 
Manager. 


S. JUAN DE LETRAN. Corn. J. M. IZAZAGA 


BATHING SUITS, 
BLOUSES, TIES. 
SHIRTS, SKIRTS 


Mi, SILKS & COTTONS 


MEXICO. D. F. 


(Across from Hotel Ritz) 


LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF HAND- 
PAINTED FABRICS 
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The concerts will be conducted by José F. Vaz 
quez and José Roeabruna, titular direetors of this ot 
ehestra, a.cernating with Pierre Derveanx and E. 
Abn. the season's guest conductors. The well balance! 


aml varied programs will combine the usual classics 
with modern CODD Loris 

The following seloists will appear vith the orehes 
tra: Holda Zepeda, pianist; Carmen Azuela, pianist 
Ruggerio Rieci, violinist; Toni and Rosi Grunschlag 
pianists; Carlos Rivero, pianist ; Benjamin Cuervo, viol 
inist; Manuel Garniea, cellist. and Jose Kahan, pianis: 


SALA CHOPIN 


LA REINA is the place in Mexico City 


The inauguration last month of the Sala Chopin We offer to our many friends of the Anglo-American Co- 
represents a most valuable contribution on the part of lony the most extensive choice of the finest in native and 
private initiative toward relieving the shortage of imported meats, turkeys. geese. ducks and suckling pigs. 
playhouses in this city. The small playhouse, ideally And you will find no finer assortment anywhere of ham. 
situated at the corner of Avenida Insurgentes and bacon. salami. cheese. butter and conserves. 
Calle de Puebla, combines all the desirable features 
for the presentation of chamber music recitals, econ We cordially invite you to visit us. 
certs by soloists, and the little theatre type dramatic assured that we can please you. 
attractions. It is acoustieally perfect and has been 
attractively designed along modern functional lines We are open from 7 A.M. to 8 P.M. and 


deliver to any address. 


(hur veteran theatrical direetor-producer Fernan 
do Wagner, who in former years conducted the Pan 


American Theatre, producing plays both in Spanish Telephones: 24-51-21, 32-12-27 

and English, provided the inuagural attraction for OUR BEST PERSONAL ATTENTION. 

the Sala Chopin, in presenting the comedy **Mi Ma 

ride Tiene Complejos."’ The quite diverting play is MODESTO MARTINEZ & BROTHRES 

by the French author Jean Bernard-Luc, and its ex 

cellent Spanish version is by Magda Donato . ‘LA REINA’ 
Sarah Guasch, José Elias Moreno and Carlos Ri 

quelme are the leading performers in the very cap 

able cast assembled by Sr. Wagner; while the secon MEAT MARKET 

dary parts are efficiently carried out by Carolina 

Barrett, Magda Donato, Amparo Grifell, Marion de RICARDO CASTRO & VERDI Col. Guadalupe Inn 4 

Lagos, Elisa Jimeno and Eduardo Uhthoff. | Villa Obregén. D. F. 


Continued on page 66 


Give yourself strength 
with daily 


OVRIL 


When there's a job to be done or a 


game to be played—a cup of Bovril is 
the very best of drinks. Its rich beefy 


flavour sends a welcome glow through 


you. There is nothing like Bovril to 


build you up and sustain you. 


BOVRIL 


| BOVRIL 
| CHEERS ! 


It takes two and a half pounds of lean 
beef to make a four-ounce bottle 
of Bovril. 
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@ IMPORTERS OF ACCESSORIES 
PARTS AND NOVELTIES 


@ GOODYEAR - OXO 
TIRES and TUBES. 


AMAURY MUNOZ 


MEX. 35-19-54 
ERIC. 13-15-97 


ATENAS No. 10 
MEXICO, D. F. 


HAND-BLOWN GLASS 


In beautiful designs and 
matchless colors. 
Visit the oldest Glass 
Factory in Mexico. 


Francisco y Camilo Avalos 


S. de R. L. 


Mexico, D. F. 
Tel. 36-36-07 


Carretones No. 5 


“CASA SILVA M.” 
Beautifully Designed 
CANDELARRA 


of prismatic crystal, and 
bronze, or entirely of 
crystal. 


We replate or make covers 
for your furniture. 


LONDRES 156 - MEXICO, D. F. 


Art and Personal Notes 


A COMMEMORATIVE exhibit of paintings by the 

Mexican artist German Gedovius is being offered 
during the current month by the Cireulo de Bellas 
Artes de Mexieo (Avenida Juarez No. 58). Twenty- 
seven canvases, loaned by various private collectors, 
some of which are notable examples of this artist’s 
work, comprise this very interesting and well justi 
fied show 

Giedovius, who was born in this city in 1867 and 
died in 1937, deaf-mute from birth, received his initial 
schooling at the local San Carlos Aeademy and in 
subsequent years studied in Germany at the Royal 


Academy of Munich. Upon returning to Mexico in 


Sf. he soon became one of the most distinguished 
figures among the local painters of his era; though 
during the final vears of his life, with the advent 
of modernism, he declined into obseurity. 

The paintings assembled for this show include 
an excellent: self-portrait, as well as various other 
portraits, some landseapes, still life and nudes, realized 
with great technical skill, considerable imagination, 
and in keeping with the traditional style of his time 


S PONSORED by the painters Siska and Lester 
Epstein, a new art exhibit gallery, Galeria de Ar- 
te Experimental (Calle de Rhin 17) initiated its sche- 
dule with a group exhibition comprising the work 
of twenty-five Mexiean and North American artists. 
‘Our aim,"’ say the sponsors in the foreword of 
the catalogue, ‘‘is to eneourage artistic production 
of an experimental nature, the use of new mediunis 
and materials. We plan to offer gallery space to ar 
tists in group shows, one and two man shows, with 
none of the usual fees involved. Those interested in 
purchasing paintings or sculpture will have to deal 
directly with the artist. We are not in business, char- 
ge no admission, and accept no commissions. This 
gallery is purely a labor of love, as we sincerely be- 
lieve there should be more free galleries and more 
encouragement of experimental work.” 


CUERNAVACA’ 
No. 3 
(Next to the Glass Factory) 


MEXICAN CUR OS 
Splendid Assortment at 
lowest prices. 
Specialty of 
TYPICAL NATIVE DRESSES 


“Casa Rolande” 


Original Models 
Modistes. Tailored Suits. 
Cocktail and Evening Gowns. 


Extensive assortment 
of Beach Wear. 


We anticipate your visit 
in our elegant salons at 


Paseo de la Reforma No. 105 
Telephone: 10-38-79 
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Work by the following artists make up this galle- 
ry’s initial exhibit: Assad, Fidencio Castillo, Rosa Cas- 
tillo, Claudio Ceballos, Nelson Capouilliez, Dos Aman 
tes, Francisco Gonzaiez, Sergio Gonzalez, José Gu 
tierrez, Isidoro Oeampo, José Paredes, Arnold Belkin, 
Saul borisov, Sidney Geist, Robert Kennedy, Paul 
Morgan, David Pallock, Edwin Ruda, Parboo Singh, 
Siska, Bruce Southard, Clothilde Sechandoube, Viady, 
jingh Wiley and Sidney Simmerman. 


ARBOO SINGIL Jamaican painter of Hindoo pa- 

rentage, will exhibit twenty paintings in oil at 
the Anglo-Mexiean Cultural Institute (Calle de Panu- 
co No, 10) from June Srd to 17th. All these paintings, 
semi-abstract in manner, have been done during the 
past six months of the artist’s sojourn in Mexien. 
Prior to his arrival in Mexico Mr. Singh has exhibited 
in Paris, London and New York 


HE GALERIA REGER (Calle de Lisboa No. 60 
is currently exhibiting a group of abstract paint- 
ings by Lester Epstein 


A VERY impressive group of paintings by José 

Luis Aguerrebere is being shown at this time by 
the Galeria Arte Moderne (Plaza Santos Degeollade 
No. 


A VOLUMINOUS exposition of sculpture, paint- 

ings and drawings, by the versatile Argentinean 
artist Samuel Mallo Lopez is open to the publie dur 
ing the entire course of this month at the Rancho del 
Artista (Avenida Coyoacan No, 957) Sixty-two paint- 
ings in oil, seventy seulptures and forty drawings com- 
prise this quite unusual exhibition. 

Mallo Lopez came to Mexico following a tou 
through various countires of Latin America, and his 
work reflects the impressions he gathered along his 
journey. 


00% «MPORTED 
FROM FRANCE 


MEXICAN 
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Hot Water Immediately! 


WITH THE WORLD'S FINEST HEATER 


“ASCOT” 


(Model 701 - 780 Lts. per hour at 45°C) 

Just by turning any hot water tap “ASCOT” 
gives you immediate and uninterrupted 
service for you bath. kitchen or 
laundry. 

‘ASCOT’ is safe. inexpensive, and 
has been made especially for use 
in Mexico. 

Representatives for the Mexican Republic 


CALEFACCION MODERNA S.A 


CALLE HAMBURGO 33 MEXICO, D. F. 
Telephones: 11-99-52 4 11-99-53 
Service & Technical Dept.: 35-17-10 (Ext. 3) 
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Dy be nf 
Fine Ladies 
Tailoring. 


Exclusive 
Models 


of the Best 
English Materials 


Bolivar No. 21. 
Office 109 


(at the corner of Madero) 


Tel 18-33-45 
México, D F 


ALLIGATOR 


AVE JUAREZ No 20 Office 13 gsFACTORY PRICES 
TEL 101359 MEXICO. DF LARGE 


C+ ASSORTMENT OF 
ALLIGATOR 
CALFSKIN: PICSKIN 


wears COME W/TNOUT CUIDE YOU WIL SAVE 10% 


«——— ROOMS TO LET ———+ 
If you are planning a visit to Mexico. | have one room 
that you can have for $3.00 dollars a day including board. 
Private house. hot water. telephone, located right in 
the heart of the city. Write for reservation to F. Jauregui. 


México, D. F. 


Victoria 92 - 8. 


HAND BAGS AND LUGGAGE 
FACTORY. 
— The Best menvlectured in Mexico. i 
Directly from the fectory ot factory prices 
AMADO NERVO 82- MEXICO.0 F 
Phose 16 48 54 ~ English Spohen 
MANUFACTURE - EXPORT 
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Patterns of an Old City... 
Continued from page 19 

“Sure; it's very simple. You can explain it easi 
ly enough. A kind of disterted hero-worhship. An 
overpowering sense of supreme obligation, of giving 
one's life away to preserve an ideal, A masochistic 
compulsion. A great many women have this innate 
quality. There is, in fact, a particle of it in every mo- 
ther. Life ceases to be an independent experience and 
it ean be sustained only through its own negation, 
through its fusion with death. It is the acceptance 
of a life which is a kind of living death. 

“There was little anyone knew about their past. 
At Guilford’s the conversation usually followed an 
impersonal course. From their own chance remarks 
we knew, however, that they had been married two 
weeks before he went into service. It was, | take it, 
a ease of instant and overwhelming passion--the thing 
known as first-sight love. No courtship. No torment 
of anticipation. Just a case of two young people sud- 
denly brought together and joined for two weeks and 
torn apart. Put during ‘he two weeks, in terms ot 
passion, | suppose they had lived a lifetime. White 
heat cannot be sustained indefinitely; but in their 
ease the afterglow was a lasting burning thing be- 
cause of their separation. So it was two weeks, and 
then two years of waiting. and finally the homecoming. 
Ile brought with him a string of medals and the aura 
of heroie deed. But he eame in a stretcher 

“It was a pathetic and senseless thing that they 
brought him back. A broken and badly mended shell 
of a body -a frightening exhibit of irreparable mu- 
tilation 
liant example of surgieal dexterity, of a strict com- 
pliance with duty, of seientifie skill and artistry, of an 


containing an arrested bit of life. A. bril- 


unswerving determination to preserve a sorry and tot- 
ally useless remnant of feebly flickering life, without 
preoccupation with its prospects of human adjustment, 
with its veritable chances of survival. A needless pro 
longation of agony. . 
“So | SUP pose they came to Mexico and settled 
in that pleasant little house in Coyoaedn because they 


ALFONSO HERRERA 13, 
MEXICO, D. F. TEL. 16-14-59 


Exquisite craftsmanship 
Beautiful designs 

All pieces hall-marked 
Reasonable prices 


Museo Nacional de Artes 
e Industrias Populares 


POPULAR ART PRODUCTS ON SALE 


A non-profit institution devoted to the’ 
conservation and rehabilitation of 
popular native arts and crafts. 


AVE. JUAREZ 44 MEXICO, D. F. 
Tel. 21-66-79 
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felt that their existence would be less complicated in 
strange surroundings. It was a matter of losing them- 
selves. And for quite some time they preserved their 
isolation. It was not, | would say, a hard thing te 
do, for no one eares to acquire depressing, puzzling 
or complicated friendships. Friends are meant to give 
one pleasure, or good companionship, and not anxiety 
or fear. 

**But their isolation could not endure for ever 
Even the oddest, the most unapproachable people tend 
to become commonplace if they live long enough in a 
place, and slowly, little by little, the barrier was bro- 
ken. It was Alice, of course, who finally opened the 
door. A young and handsome woman can become a 
nun: she can renounce the world and consecrate her 
life to an all-sustaining faith; she can reject her lite 
as the supreme price of a sublime hereafter. But Ali- 
ce had never been intended for a nun. 

‘*And as to Homer, even in his deplorable ruin 
he yet preserved a normal person's need for social! 
contact—perhaps even a greater than a normal need 
because of his ruin. Cast out from life he yet had 
the eagerness to listen, to watch people, to say an 
occasional word, even at times to laugh. Sitting in his 
wheelchair, his lifeless legs and armless side conceal- 
ed under a robe, the eves in his mutilated face—a face 
half of which had been torn away and bore a blood- 
less, formless doughy pateh—contained the brightness 
of an acute, an all-enfelding perception. Nothing seem- 
ed to ever escape his eves. It seemed as if it were the 
only thing he had. All his ravaged senses became 
centered in his probing vision. And so of course he 


| 
Virginia's Florencia | 
American Beauty Salon 
EXPERT CUTTING, TINTING. 
COLD WAVES COMPLETE. 
from $40.00 


English Speaking Operators 


Cor. Florencia & Liverpool 
Tel. 11-30-30 


TYPICAL PALM-WEAVE FURNITURE 


Th Of Mahogany. 


Primavera or 
Pine wood. 
Beautiful. 


Practical. 
Sturdy. 


Tel. 14-31-35 


Ave. Insurgentes No. 269-A 


Repairs. Ammunition. Sportsmen's 
Equipment. Fishing Tackle. 


- ARMERIA 
Tigre. SA 


unguia Santoyo. Mgr. 
Art. 123 No. 403, Mexico 1. D. F. - Tel. 21-38-15 
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ANTIQUE FURNITURE AND RARE OBJEC 


HRT 
AL WAVS AT A BARGAIN: 


YOU Lt FINO THEM AT THE 


* ARTISTIC 
FURNITURE. 
* GENUINE 
ANTIQUES. 


UNLIMITED 

* ASSORTMENT OF 

GEMS AND 

JEWELRY. 

The Industrial Consus carried out by the wil 
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saw—he saw everything around him and even the 
things behind his back. With this antenna-like per- 
cipience he saw it, or at least foresaw it, probably 
before most of us even began to suspect what was 
taking place 

There was nearly always some neweomer among 
the people who gathered at their house, someone ca 
sually brought by someone else, and that was how 
Walters came inte the picture. A husky lad in his 
thirties, handsome in a rough-hewn way and some- 
what awkward in manner—an anthropologist piddling 
around Mexieo on some sort of seholarship grant 
Just the average kind of likable fellow. Nothing out 
standing in the way of wit or intelligence—no dash 
or brillianee, quite negligible, in fact, and beyond his 
big-boy robustness hardly an attractive type. Still, | 
suppose that his completely unaffeeted disarming man- 
ner, his halting speech and the trait of absentmind 
dness befitting an earnest voung man of science 
might have made him attractive to some people and 
especially to women 

“It took us a long time te see it, and if we were 
assailed by suspicions we sought to erase them from 
our thenghts. As if by an unspoken pact we were 
determined to willfully shut our eves even when it 
became as obvious as daylight. Dut there it) was 
Alice Walters and the fragment of the man in the 
Wheelchair cast into a preposterous triangle. perform 
ing a sustained tableau, enacting a drama, putting on 
a show for our benefit There it was, and even if we 
were 
True, 
there were some who, abashed by the tragic discovery, 
lost heart and withdrew: but most of os stuck it out 


felt that we 


determinately shut our eyes, inadvertently we 
not only the audience but part of the show 


of us somehow ould not walk out 


ind leave the three alone. that there was something 
we might be able to do about it, that at least so long 
as owe were still present the situation might not reach 
its fatal breaking point 

to mvselt 
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pacity for moral indignation or for attempting to help 
people scramble out of a mess. It is not one of my ta 
lents. Besides, considering the case dispassionately, 
one could hardly take sides, One could hardly blame 
any one of them: one eould only feel sorry and fear- 
ful and guarding a kind of despair wonder how it 
would end. One could yet go to their house and stri 
ve to seem casual and talk of the usual things, while 
sensing in the air as palpably as a sound or an odor, 
as a heaviness that gathers before a cloudburst, the 
approach of final disaster.” GENOVA 56 MEXICO, 6. D. F. 

Krallich picked up his glass and rolling it in his 
fingers watehed the turning eubes of ice, then drank 
slowly. 

**And was there a disaster’’’ I asked 

In a way there wasn't. It solved itsel! 
simply, logically, humanely. Guilford could not have 
of course, even under the best circumstances, lived 
very long, and all this might have precipitated his 
death. It might have made his final months a night 
mare of torment— made his feeble life a living hell 
but it was the only feasible end. He hung on for 
months, while we, in the childish fascination of watch 
ing a spider devour a fly, waited. Then his resistance 
suddenly ebbed. He collapsed and died after an illness 
of several days. 

“TL suppose you are curious to know what happen 
ed with Alice and Walters. Well, the last | heard of 
them they were in Chiapas, or some such place like 
that. where he is engaged in scientifie explorations 
The doves unfolded their wings to seek their Eden 

“You might, by the way, get something out of it.”’ 
Krallich resumed as an afterthonght. ‘‘Out of this 
episode in Coyoacin. 1 ‘ve dwelled on it myself—that 
is, in its abstract implications, not as a narrative. It's 
net in my line. But it might do for one of your sto- 
ries, There might be something in it for you... Though, 
of course, there is nothing new in the theme. Law 
renee did a pretty good job of it in his ‘Lady Chatter 
lev’s Lover.” But there might be something in it 

“Well. he savs lifting his glass and drinking 
its contents in one long swallow, ‘*T guess it’s time 
for me to be on my way.”’ 
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Cheren Village of Mexico 
Continued from page 27 
ment with a compromise being made between the two 
claims. As there was only a question of which town 
would get credit for the taxes paid, the dispute was 
net bitter. The quarrel with the former tenencia of 
Cheranastico, however, was much more prolonged and 
Marselle 28 bitter, Apparently Cherandstico elaimed some of the 
TELS. 11-42-81 -~ 35-88-92 best agricultural lands of the lower plain as community 
property. It was, however, owned in individual held- 
ings by owners who all had registered titles. Con 
R sequently, Cheranastico has accomplished nothing, but 
49 Ooms every time there was a new governor or other govern- 
Baths mental change, the people of Cheranastico made an- 
other attempt 


Swiss Management 


Small but Refined 


In addition to the funetion of the barrio or cuar- 
tel as an administrative device as deseribed above, 
certain publie improvements are made through the bar- 
“TA x CO HER M so” rio mechanism, In this the harrios do net act inde. 

pendently but merely as instrumentalities of the mum 
cipio, No informant had ever heard of a barrio doing 
anything on its own initiative 

The major duty performed by the barrio is the 
sortment of all} maintenanee of the water system. Each barrio has a 
types, for men, section of the aqueduct within the town (not the pipe 
women and line to the edge of town but the system of hollowed 
children. From logs which conduets water to the center of town?! for 
manufacturer to which it is responsibie. Upon notification that repairs 
consumer at lo- are needed or that logs must be replaced, the 


barrio 


west fixed price. chief notifies men in his barrio of the work needed and 


the time, This notifiertion may come from the sindieo 
FINE LEATHER GOODS — Belts, Purses, 
Mexican Curios. It will pay you to pay 


or his veedor), or any person noticing something 
wrong may report it to the municipe. The barrio not 
only provides labor but must raise funds if equipment 

materials are needed. Barrio Lis responsible for 
the section from the cement water tanks to the street 
ealled Arista, Barrio IL is responsible for the section 
from Arista to Pensacdor, barrio UL for the section from 
Pensadeor to Olvide, and barrie TV 
te the pipe line 


for the seetion from 


The work is done under the direction of the sindi- 
co. Usually 24 comisionades are 


named tor each log 
trough needed 


Right men are responsible for cutting 
the log and hollowing it out; & more 


bring the log 
down from the mountains, and others put in 
place 

In addition, each barrio has responsibility for cer- 
tain other publie works. For example, barrio UL is 


responsible for maintaining two bridges on the road 
to 
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Still another barrio duty is cleaning the graveyard 
of weeds and brush in preparation for the Day of the 
Dead. The cemetery is divided into four squares ¢or 
responding to the four barrios, and the young men 
from each barrio are assigned to a section. In 1940, in 
barrio IM, having the most numerous population, each 
youth had a strip 4 paces wide by 65 paces long to 
clear, while youths of other barrios had strips from 
§ to & paces wide, Barrio IV, although having a po- 
pulation as large as barrio Il and larger than harrie 
|. took a half day longer to do its part and the young 
men were teased about it 

The maintenance of the pipe line is a sore point, 
evidently. The original pipe line was installed by the 
State or Federal Government. Some maintenance is 
‘lone by the municipio, but the line was in bad con- 
dition in 1940 and needed replacing. Even more inter- 
ext, however, was shown in replacing the present wood- 
en aqueduct with a pipe line and perhaps extending 
it to some other parts of town It was estimated that 
the project of merely replacing the wooden aqueduct 
would cost between $2,500 and $5,000, and efforts were 
being made to get the Federal Government to provide 
the money. Actually the job could have been done by 
an assessi@ent little larger than that called for by the 
two main fiestas of the town, but such an idea had 
net oecurred to anyone. This feeling that major im- 
provements should be made by outside agencies is a 
common one tn Mexico 


Literary Appraisals. . . 

Continued from page 36 

Cordoba, once a mosque, and notes that “Sir John Si- 
mon is flying desperately to Geneva to save something 
or other.”’ 

The date has its unconseious irony In 1923 Tom- 
linsen couldn't know what he learned later, how la- 
mentably Sir Simon and the rest would fail 
Spain, as he was seeing it in 19328. woald never be vi- 
sible to him or anyone in quite that way again. No 
footnote is needed to point this out: Mr. Tomlinsen 


does that by the simple act of permitting a reprint. 
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These pages are, in their way history. They re 
fleet the impact of modern life and events on a gift 
ed and sensitive man from the eve of one world war 
lo nearly the end of another, They should be read lyy 
these who do not regard history as consisting largely 
of dates, stutisties gud names 

R.L.D 


The Mexican Churrigueresque ... 
Centinued from page 24 
place of soap, and hemmed in by flimsy wooden stalis 
where all kinds ot miracle working gimeracks are sold. 
this little gem or ornamental architeeture has much 
the appearance of a piece of Italian jewelry 

About thirty miles north of Mexieo City is the 
little town of Tepotzoetlin (not te be confused with 
Tepoztlan in the state of Morelos, where there is lo 
cated a sixteenth-century Dominican monastery). The 
rather nondescript town, the Aztee name of whieh 
means the Ilunchlack once a populous 
ludian center, is now chiefly famous for the former 
inonastery and school for priests built there by the 
lesuits, the ‘‘Seminario de San Martin.’’ Though the 
seminary was originally founded there in 1584, the 
present group of buildings dates from about the mid 
dle of the eighteenth century and is one of the justly 
famous examples of Churrigueresque architecture of 
the country 

Very largely because of its somewhat remote lo 
cation, the seminary managed to escape the ruthles 
hand of the restorer, and the magnificent church and 
the deserted cloisters have been preserved their 
original state. The church, which is of strikingly fine 
proportions, has a facade and a tower exeeeclingly 


rich in Churrigueresque deeoration The facade. re 
plete with ornament, is especially notable for its wealth 
of delieate'y seulptured figures, which, fortunately, 
have remained intaet. With the abundance of these 
sculptures amidst a maze of intricate carvings, that 
facade represents the very height of the Churrigne 
resque in all its ricgnifieent exuberance 
Of equal richness and likewise a perfect example 
of the Churrigueresque stvle is the interior which 
with iis masses of gilded carving and multitude of 
polychrome figures, is positively overwhelming mm it: 
magnificence, Every inch of the main altar (and it 
is true of the side altars as well) that is not filled 
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with floral-covered and gilded geometry is occupied 
by saints, angels, and cherubs piled up almost as if 
in a greatly glorified aerobatic finale 

Of the several richly decorated chapels and ad- 
joining rooms, especially rich is the *‘Camarin’’ of 
the Loreto Chapel, a Room built as a sacreed boudoir 
for the vestments of the image of the Virgin of Lo- 
reto (and found only in churches where there is an 
image to whieh miraculous powers are ascribed). The 
“Camarin’’ at Tepotzotlan is octagonal with a domed 
ceiling, or, more properly speaking, a rib-vaulted ceil- 
ing of Hispano-Arabie type. in which the vault is form 
el of four arches which, instead of intersecting at 
the center, are in parallel pairs, leaving between them 
a square, open space which serves as a base for a lan- 
tern. With its walls a blaze of strong contrasting co- 
lors gold, searlet, blue, and green—it is the finest 
and riehest interior of its kind in Mexico. On aiterna- 
te walls, richly carved Churrigueresque pilasters frame 
oil paintings in panels; the walls between contain 
smaller paintings surrounded by dedicate ornament 
which is almost Plateresque in character; while, at 
the intersections of the walls, on the piers which sup- 
port the highly decorated ribs of the vaulted ceiling, 
very Indian figures carrying baskets on their heads 
form a colorful contrast in searlet and blue in a maze 
of gilded stuceo ornament. Between the flat, decorated 
ribs of the ceiling, angels fly in a galaxy of cherubs’ 
faces and stars, while through the decorated apex, 
light from the lantern above is filtered by means of 
thin plates of onyx. The whole effeet is one of oriental 
barbarie splendor 

Seattered throughout Mesxieo are examples of 
Churrigueresque facades, One sometimes comes upon 
them in the most unexpeeted places. An example is 
the lavish front of a chureh in Salamanea, in the state 
of Guanajuato, a nondescript town which hardly emu 
lates the Spanish eitv for which it is named. The ni 
ches have been stripped of the sculptured figures w hich 
they once must have held. and the battered tower is 
obviously but a shadew of its former self, yet the rich 
Iv carved facade, at unkempt neighborhood, is 
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an indication of the ecclesiastical glories with which, 
a hundred and fifty years age, even the lesser places 
abounded. 

As far north as Saltillo (and even farther) the re- 
sults of this era of feverish construction are translated 
into lavish decoration. The eathedral in that city is 
one of those border cases of the Baroque cocoon just 
bursting terth inte the Churrigueresque butterfly. It 
has an immense tower with columns and arches piled 
high above a base with great recessed arches, and a 
smaller, more graceful tower over the adjacent cha 
pel. The elaborate facade between has twisted and 
decorated columns on the first story, with richly car 
ved Churrigueresque “‘columns’’ above, and a wealth 
of carving in between covering virtually the whole 
surface of the facade 

Somewhat similar is the Church of El Carmen at 
San Luis Potosi, with a faeade which, though main 
taining the conventional Baroque system of distribu 
tion of orders and seulptures, is far from conventional 
in its ornament—elaborate examples of the Churrigue- 
resque being used, especially in the upper stories. The 
wealth of intrieate earving is repeated in the tower, 
which is unusually rich in carved engaged columns 
and is surmounted by a blue and yellow tile pyramid 
The colorful glazed tile domes are landmarks among 
the many brilliant domes for which that city is con 
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The siyie even oxtended as far north as San An- 
tonio Texas, and well into California, where it| was 
propagated by the pioneer friars who were moving 
even farther away from the centers of civilization in 
their work of conversion of the natives. 

During the sixteenth century, as has been pointed 
out, the pioneering in southern and central Mexico 
was done largely by the Franciscans, Augustinians, 
and Dominicans; but by the end of that century the 
Jesuits had begun to arrive and, before long, they 
made their influence felt, not only in the heart of Me- 
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xieo, but far te the north, and later, even in Lower 
California and in Arizona. When, in 1767, jealousy of 
the power and influence of the Jesuits resulted in their 
expulsion, their pioneering work was taken over lar- 
veiy by the Franciscans, who were already engaged 
in missionary work in northern Mexico and Texas. The 
Franciseans had been established for some time in 
what is now New Mexieo, and, in addition to taking 
over the Jesuit establishments in Arizona, they built 
new missions of their own there including the great 
mission of San Navier del Bae, near Tueson, 

The double-towered great chureh of that mission, 
recently restored, has a facade of modeled praster de 
coration in an elaborate and curious adaptation of the 
Churrigueresque style. Crude as it is in proportions 
and in the handling of ornament, it has a great deal 
of charm. Vaulted and domical roofs were employed 
on the church, with a dome at the erossing raised on a 
drum; while on the interior, elaborately though crude 
ly carved “‘retablos’’ reeall the more sophisticated 
work far to the south 

The work in New Mexico was of very different 
character, Rather remote trom the architectural base 
and influenced by the primitive structural forms de 
veloped by the Pueblo Indians, it has a massive crude 
simplicity well adapted to the landseape. In Califor 
nia, too, where a large number of missions were esta 
blished, the work was largely of simple materials and 
done by unskilled labor, resulting in a naive, simple 
style that cannot be excelled for quaintness and charm. 

The mission ehurehes of Texas, more closely in 
touch with the better established centers of civiliza 
tion, show greater sophistication and quite obviously 
the hand of accomplished designers and trained seulp- 
tors 

Several missions can be seen in and around San 
Antonio, most extensive and most elaborate of which 
is that of San José vy San Miguei de Aguayo, built in 
the early eighteenth century, with an entrance to the 
-hurch which is as lavish and sophisticated an example 
of Churrigueresque as could be found in either Spain 
or Mexico 
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The Mission Nuestra Sefiora de la Purisima Con 
ceperon de Acuna, on the other hand, with two mas 
sive, squat towers, has an entrance with a steep pedi 
ment and simple ornamect that is almost Plateresque 
in character; while the 

’ structed church of the Mission San Franeiseo de ta 
Espada, with a charming Spanish belfry facing an a! 
most deserted but verv Mexiean-looking plaza with 
mistletoe hanging in the trees, has a simple entrance 
of cut stone in the shape of a very Moorish arch 

The historically famous Mission San Antonio de 
Velero, better known as the Alamo. in what is now 
the heart of San Antonio, has a fine Paroque entrance 
with two columns on either side of the arched door 
way, each column half-fluted and half-twisted, flank 
Ing niches with earved stone borders 

Thus there grew up in the border states of our 
eountry formerly part «of the vast lands of New 
Spain, outposts of civilization which, in architeeture, 
show the influence of all the preceding styles of that) « 
country—even the ribbed vaults and the flying but 
tresses of the Gothic are found—through the restrain 
ed Plateresque and the more ornate Baroque, and 
culminating in the lavish sophistication of the Ultra 
Baroque, or Churrigueresque. That lavishness is most 
marked in Texas, erudelv but charmingly indulged 
in Arizona: while in New Mexico. and in California 
especially, where a string of missions extended well 
up into the state, stvles were developed which in their 
quaint and naive simplicity and rugged honesty have 
found an echo in some of the best work of today 


very stall but massively con 


Though the Dominicans were in large measure 
responsible for the development of the Baroque in 
Mexico. and though the Jesuits had a great deal te 
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Franciscans, starting with the Gothie and later adop 

ting the newer styles, also embraced the Churrigue 

resque and carried it into new lands, it was not a re 
ligious brotherhood that was responsible for the build- 
ing of some of the finest examples of the latter sty- 

4 le—-it was the miners. The city church had been grow- 
ing constantly stronger during the second half of the 
seventeenth century and the first half of the eight 
ecnth century at the expense of the pioneer monas 
tie orders, and as the mineral wealth increased, indi- 
viduals who had profited thereby turned part of their 
gains over to the Church. Where the silver mines 
were the richest, there one will find some of the rich 
est of churches in the Ultra-Baroque style. 

Such a citv is Zacateeas, which from an early 
date had sent a constant stream of silver to Spain 
and with a master-seulptor practically chained to his 
Job, had produced one of the most richly carved ea 
thedrals of the country. This chureh was built: with 
funds obtained from taxes levied on the silver output 
of mines underlying the citv. At one time the inte 
rior of the chureh. endowed by wealthy miners, was 
covered with lavish ornament and filled with adorn 

including a massive font of 
hundred thousand 


wold and silver 
alned at 


ments of 


silver more than one 

Such a city. too, is San Luis Potosi, which with 
4 tremendous output of gold as well as of silver, was 
named for the fabulously productive mining center 
of Potosi in Polivia. Its wealth of churches with glit- 
tering domes and lavish interiors attests the success 


of the miners whe had found vast riches in the near 


hy hills 


Latin America’s Unrest 

Continued from page 20 

lian soldiers and officers, the four Communist Depa 
the few 


ties in the Guatemalan National Congress, 
hundred Communists who are known to be under 
ground in Venezuela’s oil industry the Commenists 


who ean work openly in Uruguay, Chile and Ecuador 
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these are not enough to take power anywhere, but 
they are enough to make trouble anywhere. 

Peronism is still another factor of unrest and it, 
too, is allied to nationalism and in a certain sense even 
to communism. President Perén is fast going bank 
rupt at home, but that is not preventing him from 
spending a great deal of money abroad trving to win 
friends for his Argentina and to create enemies for 
the United States. Hle works mainly through the ja- 
bor attachés of Argentine embassies, spreading the 
poison of anti-Yankeeism and the honeyed promises 
of the ‘‘Justieialist’’ utepia. His agent in Panama, 
Hluge Ramiro Rudolfo, is a trained Marxist whose line 
exactly parallels the Communist one, and this is 
true of peronist propaganda in Cuba, Peru, Brazil and 
Venezuela. Newspapers are subsidized by General 
Peron in mest of these countries 

The motive foree is hatred of the United States; 
the objective is to stir up trouble. 

The appeal that peronism makes lies partly in 
the fact that it is a genuine Latin-American move- 
ment whereas communism is recognizably foreign 

Unfortunately for General Perén and fortunately 
for the United States, it is hard to make effective 
propaganda for peronism when everybody knows that 
the Argentine ecomomy has been ruined by the Pe 
rons. At the same time, as the Bolivian revolt: prov 
ed, one must not underestimate the capacity for mis- 
chief of General Peron. Vietor Paz Estenssore, in 
whose name the revolt was made in La Paz, was an 
exile in Buenos Aires for the last six years. The two 
chief labor leaders, who are rivals of Paz Estenssoro, 
Juan Lechin, Minister of Mines, and German Butron, 
Minister of Labor, are peronists. Perén never serup- 
led to use Argentina’s economic power when the 
country was a big exporter of meat, wheat and wool 
Today that squeeze can only be applied to Uruguay, 
the great litthe democracy. across the Plata River, for 
Argentina no longer has meat or wheat to export, 
and wool is a drug on the market. Mischief, disunity 
aml unrest these are the chiet exports of Argentina 
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national 


factors interlock—amilitarism 

peronism, economic distress, along 

with overpopulation and disease. Each faetor—and 

‘ sometimes all the factors (except peronism is to 

le found in other parts of the world but the form 

they severally take in this hemisphere is special. Ta 

ken all together, they create an atmosphere that is 

unique, conditioned by the particular elements of La 
tin-American history and civilization 

Put a strain or a stress here or there, exacerbate 

and 

That 


All 


inm nanism, 


thene 


a feature or two, raise a storm at some point 
the whole atmosphere darkens and trembles 
is what we are seeing today 

Nelson Rocke veller, in his speech already quoted, 
blamed the Truman Administration for ‘*failing to 
deal decisively with Western Hemisphere problems 
Latin Americans also complain that the United States 
is not paying enough heed to their countries. UVehnud 
these complaints is the belief that more economic anc 
technological help, a policy directed at the encour 
agement of democracy and the discouragement of dic 
tatorships, and, above all, greater concern, understand 
ing and sympathy would go a long way toward re 
lieving the ills of Latin America 
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Continued from page 31 

If Dr. Libby's conelusion about his Manehurian 
lotus seeds is to be regarded with respect, it is beean- 
se he did not have to inquire about their age in the 
usual manner—that is by relying on the age of the 
place where they were found and on local tradition 
The French botanist, Alphone de Candolle, succeeded 
in getting seeds found in Egyptian pyramids to ger- 
minate and took the word of fellahs on the spot that 
But the seeds were young 
Libby had only 


they were centuries old. 
They had been foisted on him. Dr 
to test his seeds for radioactive carbon 14. There is 
no better calendar 


Carbon is a common element. Every living thing 


THE FINEST QUALITY IN 
STERLING SILVER 

Hand made Gold Bracelets, Watches and Fine 

Jewelry. at the Lowest Prices in Town. 


SILVER 


Av. Madero 27 
Tel. 13-19-96 


| HAMBURGERS and HOT DOGS 


Delicious — Wholesome 


Prepared 


with 


Utmost 
Cleanliness 
Sold all 
over the 

city. 


Look for one of these cars, and try them! 


Super-Alimentos, S. A. de C. V 


MEXICAN LIFE 


FACING THE SEA AND AN ENCHANTING BATHING BEACH 


MOHAWK CARPETS 
COMBINING QUALITY and SMARTNESS 


in solid colors or charming patterns 
Perfect tackless wall to wall installations. 


PEDRO HURTADO 


Amur, 13, Col. Cuauhtémoc, Tel. 36-18-89 


MARCOS E. MORENO 
TYPEWRITER REPAIRS 
We buy. sell. exchange type- 
writers of all makes. We rebuild 
all makes of typewriters an 
“Monroe” Calculators on strict 
gquaranteee. 
ARTICULO 123 N° 7-C 
Tel 13-25-38 México, D F 


—PASTELERIA MADRID 


EXQUISITE SPANISH 


PASTRY 
Pebrere 25 


Av. Chapultepec 409 Mexico, D. F. 


-s 
| VILLA 
Hoter 
- — 
| 
OTADUY 
mC FAA C TOO RY 
| 


A COMPLETE ASSORTMENT OF 
FINEST ENGLISH WOOLENS AND 
UTMOST IN STYLE .QuALITY 
INDIVIDUALITY AND WORKMANSHIP 


UNDER THE PERSONAL ATTENTIONO 
MARIO CHAVEZ 
CUSTOM TAILOR 

FORMERLY OF Sm AVE NEW YO 


ARCADE OF ALAMEDA THEATRE WAREZ AVE ne 34 


FRAMES 


MIRRORS - GIFTS - PICTURES 
SCULPTURE - NOVELTIES 


Oldest Specialis:s in the City 


GALERIAS Y DECORACION SA 


TWO STORES: 
DONCELES 16 XICOTENCATL 3 


Behind Telegraph Othice Across trom Telegraph Office 


AN 


Likk April, 1952 


sands of compounds. (me of its isotopes is radiactive 
earbon 14, whieh has a half-life of 5.000 years. Dr 
Libby has only to measure the half-life of the carbon 
14 found in a piece of charcoal, a chip of fossil wood, 
a sliver of bone, a lump of eoal, to determine how old 
it is. This is what he did with the Manchurian lotus 
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It is a theory of more than historical interest in 
view of the fact that a large proportion of Mexiean 
ailments stem from digestive disorders. 

Ilere is an example of Santos at work 

A neighbor of mine. an engineer named Albert 
Hlarmsen, awoke one morning to find himself covered 
with a painfully itehing rash. ile thought et first 
he had come into contact with a poisonous weed, but 
when the skin began to erack and blacken and the 
pain was intensified, he consulted doetors. ile went 
to five before he gave up and ealled in Santos 

Santos sent seven gardeners, friends of his and 
servants of Ilarmsen, to the mountains, telling them 
what herbs to look for. When he had secured every- 
thing he needed, he locked himself and his patient 
in a dark room and set his echareoal brazier going un- 
til the room was filled to choking with copal smoke. 
Then he steeped herbs in hot aleohol on the fire and 
rubbed his patient from head to foot with the potion. 
Almost at once Harmsen felt deliciously relaxed and 
sank into a deep sleep 

Next, Santos broke an egg inte a glass of water 

the egg, he said, came from a black hen: no other 
would do—and put it under the bed beneath the pa- 
tent’s head. he said, ‘will take the evil 
in the body."’ 

Next morning Harmsen was better, and the egg 
was black. It was thrown into a stream to be carried 
away with its earge of evil 

This treatment was repeated for three successi- 
ve dave. On the third day. Santos brought with him 
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a piece of alum which he placed in his charcoal bra- — — = = | 
: zier. When he took it out it seemed to have the feat- 
ures of a man. ‘*This,"’ he said, ‘‘is the enemy who PO R T FOL I CG of ] 7 
wished the evil on vou. | know who he is. Shall I | 
tell you?”’ 
‘ Harmsen refused to be teld, and Santos said that E N G R A V I N G Ss | 


since he had eaptured the man’s ‘likeness his evil 
weuld be turned back on him. 

There was no further treatment. On the fourth 
day Harmsen deelared himself completely cured. The 


skin eruption had disappeared and he felt no further by the Mexican Master 


pain. That night Santos put a single rose into the 
glass of water instead of the egg. It would take off JO CO 
any badness that might remain, he said SE CLEMENTE OROZ 

The most common treatment given by the medi 
eine man is the cleansing of bad airs. Santos agreed 


ty give us a demonstration of it. [le appeared on the | 
appointed day and hour with his supplies in a paper etchings, dry points, aquatints, 

bag—his small chareoal brazier, a fresh egg, alum, one 
dried red chili, copal, and two bunches of herbs, Al covering the period from 1935 to 1944 

berto, the gardener, indulgently coneented to act the 

part of patient With an introduction by the critic } 


While Alberto stood in the copal smoke, Santos JUSTI NO FERNANDEZ 


passed the egg over his body, then broke it into a 
ulass of water. Next came the alum. Then the chili, 
which in turn he put into the fire. Finally the herbs 
were passed and shaken through the smoke. Alberto 
was rubbed and lightly beaten with them, and the 
ceremony was over 

This, of course, should be done in a closed room For additional information, address: 
so that no bad airs could enter,’’ Santos explained, ; 


He pointed to the egg in the glass of water. “‘If Al | Sra. MARGARITA OROZCO 


hberto had been sick, the egg white would be black.”’ 
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Many people come to Santos regularly for a clean- 
‘ sing just as you go regularly to a dentist to get your 
teeth cleaned, 

Whatever the theory or the magic tricks involved, 
there is no question that the herbal doctor effeets some 
cures. Although his scope is narrow, he is the re- 
pository of that wealth of rude buat practical know- 
ledge gathered by all primitive peopies. Such valua- 
ble drugs as digitalis and quinine found their way 
into twentieth century medical practice from the her 
bal lore of ancient folk. The medicine man lingers on 
in Mexico because science has been too expensive for 
the people 

A curandero never solicits business. He fourishes 
only on his reputation. Santos Alareén’s patents come 
to him from many parts of the country. He averages 
three to five a week. Ile is treating a paralytic who 
is carried to him every week from Mexico City. She 
is a wealthy woman to whom doctors have brought 
no relief, She will never be cured, and Santos has told 
her se, But his strong, gentle hands are bringing back 
a little energy to lifeless limbs with herbal massages 
lis touch is so skillful that it is said that to have a 
bone set by Santos is to enjoy a caress, 

Although in his field Santos is a great man, he is 
net a happy one. He has no children, no one to earry 
on his work, And his wife is a seoffer. ‘‘She tells me, 
‘Old man, when vou die I will throw out all these 
herbs and potions. Away with the garbage!’ ’ 

Santos is the last of his line 


KENNETH 


Continued from page 12 

this thrown in his face. Fi-st it was that woman in 
back of him that reminded him of Bertie, then up 
pops a woebegone horse by the name of Kenneth K 
It was the last straw! 

The horses trailed off single file .a the direction 
of the starting gate with Kenneth K bringing up the 
rear. The odds on him had Jumped tu thirty to one 
Kenneeth K's eves jumped with the odds. This horse 
had suddenly beeome very important to him. He 
had never been exactly superstitious but it seemed 
that this horse and himself had a lot in common at 


the moment and the more he thought about it the 
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English speaking Management. 
We handle the best American Brands 
of Motor and Lubrication Oils 


SERVICIO BUICK, 5S. A. 


RAMON GUZMAN Ne 100 


(Two blocks trom Reiérma) 
Mex 3-72.14 


Eric. 18-40-64 


AMBULANCE SERVICE 


The most delicate patient can be transferred ir. complete 
comfori and security. 


EFFICIENT SERVICE ON HIGHWAYS 


We do not transfer contageous cases. 
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Halt! 


Are you. 
a neg ular 
subscribes | 


4 


to 


\ptomptly every month.’ 


Rates, In U. 8. A. or Canade 
—Twe Dollars and Fifty Cents 
for one year. In Mexico—12.00 
pesos. In England and on the 
Continent—Five Dollars. 


FILL IN AND MAIL THIS SUBSCRIPTION ; 
BLANK NOW! 


MEXICAN LIFE 


Uruguay, 3 Mexico City Mexico 

Please send me “MEXICAN LIFE” for one year 
With the .. re (issue) 
I enclose $........ (check or money order) 


CALOBAR SUN GLASSES 
REST YOUR EYES 


Optica Mazal 
Av. Madero 54 México, D. F. | 


| “CAFE DE TACUBA” 


The only One of its Kind 


Variety in Native Dishes 


TAMALES and Tropical Style CHOCOLATE 
Open after Theatre Hours 
Splendid Mid-Day Meal, 


4a. Tacuba, 28 Db. MOLLINEDO 
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more sense it made. Their names were the same, they 
had all the odds against them, they were no longer 
young and both had seen better days. If under sueh 
adverse circumstances Kenneth K. could make a race 
of it then perhaps he eould find courage enough 
to do the same. Anyway he was going to stake his 
whole future and his last five pesos on Kenneth K. to 
win. 

The horses were now entering their places in the 
starting-gate, They all appeared nervous, highstrung, 
except for Kenneth K_ Ile entered his place like a 
lifer entering a prison cell. Now they were ready to 
start. Kenneth K. got to his feet. Tle was sweating 
with exeitement. The horses broke in an angy wave 
from the starting-gate. Along the first stretch they 
began fighting for the poll position and were soon 
running ribbon-like around the first eurve. The loud- 
speaker was blaring out the number of the horses in 
their respective positions. Nine was not mentioned. 
As they entered the final stretch they spread out wave 
like again with Sir Mickey leading by a length 
and pounding down the final stretch their numbers be- 
came discernible. There was Kenneth K. in fifth posi- 
tion, only a short distance from the leaders and run- 
ning strong. His jockey was now using his whip un- 
sparingly. Kenneth K. was on his teet yelling and 
sereaming his own name. Number nine was in second 
place only a neck behind Sir Mickey and gaining as 
they approached the finish line. Then suddenly it 
was all over. 

Kenneth K. continued to stand but now he was 
silent. From where he stood it looked like a dead 
heat. But then number nine was on the outside. The 
poll horse always had the adge in such a finish. It 
was up to the camera to determine the winner. There 
would be another few minutes of anguish waiting for 
he results. He sat down limply. The excitement had 
exhausted him. Yet for the first time in a long while 
he felt alive. It was as if something had exploded in- 
side of him during that race and left him glowing. 
He gazed thoughtfully at the panorama. Strange how 
beautiful it was. The ruddy gold of the late after- 
noon sun, the purplish mountains in the background, 
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Nuevo Leon 38. Col. Hipodromo 
Tel. 14-37-44 Mexico. D. F. 


HAND-TOOLED LEATHER 


Billfolds. Bags. Purses. Portfolios 
HAND-EMBROIDERED BLOUSES 


Finest Quality. Lowest Price 
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MEXICAN CURIOS = 
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BALDERAS 44-B 


Tel. 13-15-55 Mexico. D. F. 
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If you like Hungarian 


visit 
Restaurant Mignon 
Av. Alvaro Obregon 255 
where every meal is a treat 
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the robin’s egg blue sky brilliant with white and tint 
ed elouds. It reminded him of the late afternoons in 
Wyoming when after work in the office he would 
take long drives in the country. Those few years in 
Wyoming bad been wonderful. Come to think about 
it, his life hadn't been so bad, at least he had seen 
something of the world and he had certainly enjoyed 
it more than the average, Of course his luck the last 
five years had been bad. But luck changes. That time 
in Buffalo for example, when he was stony broke and 
he ran into Pop Hagen who staked him at a poker 
game in which he made a thousand bucks in exaetls 
three hours. And that bowling alley deal in Detroit ._ 
that was pure luck. Maybe his luck 

The lights flashed on the board, Number Nine. 
Kenneth K. had won the race apparently by a nose 
The loud speaker announced that the photograph was 
being posted for publie inspection. The announce 
ment was followed by the usual boos and the familia 
Spanish equivalents for handits and swindlers 

Kenneth K. stayed in his seat as the crowd In 
gan to leave. He was deep in thought again. There 
was a coffee deal in Chiapas he'd like to get his teeth 
inte, If everything worked out the way he planned 
he would make a neat ten pereent. But if things didn’t 
work out there were always those trucks which Ned 
Critz had promised him, He heard that Ned was in 
town, Tomorrow he must run him down and talk to 
him. But all of this was on the program for tomor- 
row. He had the whole night ahead of him. First 
he'd cash in his five pesos win ticket for a sweet IS) 
pesos, Then he'd taxi dewn-town for a fews drinks 
and a big, juiey beefsteak special at Prendes. Then 
maybe he'd eall up Carmen and see if she'd like to 
make a night of it. There was a woman with class. 
There was a woman for you! The real latin type. 
Anyway he'd give her a ring. ‘Another thing he 
mustn't forget to do was to call Bertie and tell her 
the marriage deal was off. He might as well keep 
the track pass since she was going back to the States 
Maybe with a little luck he could pick up a few pe 
sos at the races during the next few months. Tle had 
a huneh that Lady Luck was back with him again 


CAFE 
RESTAURANT V 
PASTRY SHOP ICTORIA 
Delicious Viennese nnee Food and Pastry 
omeike ourroundings 


PLAZA POPOCATEPETL (Col. Hipodromo) 
2 blocks from Hotel Roosevelt 
Tel. 14-55-40 Mexico. D. F. 


For Highest Quality 


in Mirrors, Covers, Engrav- 
ings. and everything in 
glass for perfect decoration, 
nothing excels the products 


of 


LUNAS VELARDE. S. A. 


Heliotropo No. 155 México, D. F. 
16-02-36 38-09-10 


We submit projects on request and free of 
obligation on your part. 


He 


Mothers of Ancient Mexico 

Continued from page 14 

the side. Don’t step ix front of your elders, except 
for necessity, and when you eat in their company 
don't eat or drink before them, and serve them to 
deserve their gratitude. When they give you some 
thing of little worth, don’t despise it because of it’s 
low value, nor show that vou are displeased, beeau- 
se it is a friend that is doing you a taver. Don’t go 
to a strange woman or make any excess in this mat- 
ter, following desires of your heart. 

“Be content my sen, for you are still a child, 
and wait for the woman to grow up that the Gods 
have chosen for you. Sustain yourself from the werk 
of your hands. that thus the food will be tastier. 
Don't Jie. because it is a great sin. Don't sew discord 
among friends. And when you speak with another 
do so quietly and at ease not making strange move- 
ments with the bedy or playing or shifting the feet, 
nor biting your mantle, nor spitting, nor looking all 
around vou. beeause this indieates bad up-bringing. 

“No more for now, my son, for with what I have 
told you | comply with my obligation. With these 
warnings, | fortify your heart, Don't be heedless of, 
ner forget, these talks, because on them depends 
vour life and your welfare.”’ 
Also preserved for us, beeause of the labors of 
Father Sahagtin, is another talk given by the parents 
to their young daughter, which is worthy of modern 
emulation 

“My little rich feather, precious as a gold neck- 
lace, whom I engendered and who are my blood and 
my image; you are here before me, and listen with 
attention to what [ want to tell you, because now 
you are at the age of diseretion. Our Creator has 
given you use of reason and ability to understand 
and so it is that you shall understand me and make 
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use of your reason to understand what the things 
of the world are like, and that in this life there is 
no real pleasure, nor real rest, but on the contrary, 
there is work, affliction, extreme tiredness, abundan- 
ee of misery and poverty. Oh! my daughter! know 
you that this world is full of tears, affliction and dis- 
content, where there is cold and rough weather, and 
great heat of the sun that afflicts us and gives place 
to hunger and to thirst, This is a very great truth 
and by experience we know this. 

**Note this well, what | tell vou, my daughter. 
that in this world there is evil and suffering, there 
are no pleasures but discontent. See that you do not 
dishonor yourself; see that you have nothing to be 
ashamed for; do no evil to any person. 

**You must pray many times and breathe to the 
invisible and impalpable god that is called Yoally 
Rehecatl; get up at midnight and kneel, and lower 
yourself on your elbows, incline and cross your arms; 
cali with the beating of your heart to cur God. I re- 
peat that at night you shall rise, and sweep with 
your broom. Rise to wash the mouths of the Gods and 
offer them incense. Then do what is your business, 
making cocoa, grinding corn, weaving, or sewing, and 
see that vou learn well what you make of the food 
and drink, so that it be well made. 

‘Don't dishonor vour ancestors, don’t give your 
self to carnal delights, don’t throw over yourself the 
filth of luxury, and if you come to that pass it would 
be better that vou would die, 

‘*My little daughter, dearly beloved little dove. 
be sure that your dress is honest, don’t fancify your- 
self with rare and showy things, because this signi 
fies little brain, Be sure vour dress is always clean 
and never torn in any place. When you speak, don't 
do so without first thinking, do not -raise vour voice 
nor lower it too much. Don’t be evasise with your 
words. When you go on the street, don’t carry your 
head too high, or your body erooked or slouched be 
eause this shows bad breeding. Don't go walking 
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BE SAFE with a YALE padlock 
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S. A. 
Corn. Independencia & Lépez 
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PASTITALIA | 
We serve PREPARED DISHES ot 
Spaghetti, Tallerini, Ravioli and 
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Home Delivery Service 
CALLE DE LOPEZ No. 57-B 


(Betw. Victoria and Ayuntamiento) 
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WELCOME TO 


“EL INCENDIO” 


where you will find the finest 
and greatest assortment of 


MEXICAN CURIOS 


@ specie! emphasis on 


CHARRO end CHINA POBLANA 


COSTUMES end SARAPES OF EVERY TYPE 


Hand-tooled leather, Silver, Cooper, Onyx, 
and varied stock ot Mexican 


JEWELRY, WATCHES 


LOWEST PRICES 
Our reputation is built on 50 
years of honest dealing. 


EL INCENDIO 


Av. 5 de Mayo No. 10 
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We specialize in 


HAND-MADE 


LADIES HANDKERCHIEFS 


Largest assortment i: Mexico 


Bolivar 24 Close to Borda Arcade 


Wholesale Exportaton since 1932 


Bucareli No. 160. 
México, D. F. 
MEXICAN ARTICLES 
THAT COMBINE 
ART and BEAUTY 
with USEFULNESS 


Alejandro P. Carritle 


OPTICA METROPOLITANA, &. A. 
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Alegance and 


Distinction 


Choose your suit- 
lengths from our ex- 
clusive selection of 
finest Domestic and 
Eng:ish Woolens, 
with the assurance 
of getting the utmost 
in elegance and 


distinction. 


F. GUAL y Cia., Sucrs. 
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PINVITATION 


For Wedding Banquets, Dances, 
Coming-out Parties, Celebrations, 
Conventions or Lectures 


MODESTO GUTIERREZ DIAZ 


offers the Capital's society the 
sumptuous, elegant and spacious 


SALON AZUL Y ORO 


of the 
Club Hispano Mexicano 


with a capacity for one thousand, five hundred diners 
ora t les, Equipped with a modern 
Sound System and ‘@ splendid parquet dance floor. 


The Club Hispano Mexicano 


includes. moreover. the most d and el t BOWL. 
ING COURTS in Latin America (14 Brunswick alleys). 
as well as ball-courts for the gumes of Pasabolo and 
Bolos de Palma. a beautiful out- yA swimming pool. 
and a splendid Restaurant. off quisite daily 
table d° hote service at the sabeneie low charge of 
$4.50, and a special menu for Sundcys ead 
festive days at $7.00. 


We will Ue very happy to ruomit our 
estimate for any banquet or party you 
may be panning, without obligation 


CLUB HISPANO-MEXICANO 


Bahia de Santa Barbara N° 26 
Telephones: 35-20-76. 16-46-00 
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about blindly, aimlessly, walking with fancy steps, 
but walk frankly, honestly. Never put colors on your 
face or mouth, beeause this is the sign of a worldly 
ane carnal woman 

‘If vou live on the earth, see that you only know 
Don't ever commit the treason that is called 
body to another, because 
You will be 


one than 
adultery, never give your 
this is a dewn-fall that has no remedy 
driven out into the street as an example for all. Your 
head will be smashed with recks and you will be drag 
ged about in the street 

My dearly beloved daughter, 
live in peace with the world, 
don’t defame the luster and fame of our 
ancestors, see that you honer your parents, and give 
with your gol life God wzrant that you he 
and go to God, whe is every- 


whom | love ten- 


don’t defame 


y ourself 


ts lame 
fortunate my daughter 
where 
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has been quite favorably received by 
nd seems to be set for a long 
Wagner is prcparing a 
presentation at 
translations and 


The plas 
the publie and press, a 
run. Meanwhile, Fernande 
repertory of other plays for future 
the Sala Chopin, whieh will include 
works by native authors 

Alternating with dramatie attractions, Sala 
Chopin will present a series of concerts, arranged by 
the Conciertos Daniel, the first of which, scheduled 
for May the 2nd., is by the distinguished Mexican te- 
nor Carlos Puig, whe recently completed a very sue- 
cessful concert tour Eurone 


a program made up on 


Sefior Puig will present 
compositions by Gagliano, Monteverdi, Galdara, Ga- 
lippi, Strauss, Silvestre Revueltas, Salvador Mo- 
reno, and as a special added feature an arrangement 
of native songs gathered from the folklore of the Seri 
Indian tribe. The singer will be accompanied by the 


eminent pianist Salvader Oehoa 
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Seasoned travelers say: 


“The dependable way to travel is by train! 


There is no question about departure or arrival--the weather's always 
‘Sine aboard an air conditioned Pullman. and Mexico's steep mountain grades 
and plateau levels are all the same to the big new Diesels which are maintain- 
ing an all-time “on time” record 


Aboard a train, each mile brings new thrills, amazing changes of scene 
close to your eyes and as far as you can see. You can marvel at it all, enjoy 
it fully, becwuse you ‘re unconfined, completely relaxed; cared for by the 
world’s best t..avel experts—courteous train and diner crews, 


Travel to “air-conditioned” Mexico City in Pullman 
or deluxe-coach air conditioned comfort. 


NATIONAL RAILWAYS OF MEXICO 


F. Aletorre O.G, de Velasco 

General Agent Assistant to Passenger Trafic Mer. 
2401 Transit Tower Boliver 19 

Sen Antonio, Texas Mexico City, D F. 
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FOR ABSOLUTE GUARANTEE GUERLAIN’S PRODUCTS ARE SOLD ONLY AT FIRST CLASS STORES. 


IN WARM DAYS... tra alice 
COLOGNE 
4 + 
4 
d 
A 
— 


